Assenbl y Resol ution No. 689
BY: M of A Reyes

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
July 25, 2023, as Afro-Latina, Afro-Caribbean, and
African Diaspora Wnen's Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body hereby nenorializes Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimJuly 25, 2023, as Afro-Latina, Afro-Caribbean, and
African Diaspora Wnen's Day in the State of New York, in conjunction
with the observance of International Afro-Latina, Afro-Caribbean, and
African D aspora Wnen's Day; and

WHEREAS, Each vyear on July 25th, wonen of African descent across
Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean, from Argentina to Puerto Ri co, gather
to celebrate International Afro-Latina, Afro-Caribbean, and African
D aspora Wnen's Day; and

WHEREAS, This vital holiday was created on July 25, 1992, when Bl ack
wonen from 32 countries in Latin America and the Cari bbean gathered in
Santo Dom ngo, Dom nican Republic, for the First Meeting of Afro-Latin
Anerican and Afro-Cari bbean Wnen; and

VWHEREAS, The neeting was called to celebrate Black culture and
identity, to honor the |egacy and contributions of Black wonen and to
conbat raci smand sexi sm and

VWHEREAS, Over 130 million people of African descent live in Latin
Aneri ca; Af ro-descendant wonen have and continue to face racial
di scrim nation, poverty, abuse, and marginalization; many have |ess
access to quality education, housing, enploynent, and healthcare; and

WHEREAS, Afro-descendant wonen are al so affected by policies, |aws,
and practices t hat intentionally or uni ntentionally Create
di scrimnation; acknow edging these injustices, The United Nations
General Assenbly declared 2015-2024 as the International Decade for
Peopl e of African Descent: Recognition, Justice and Devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, This declaration ainms to acknow edge the contribution of
Afro- descendants, increase understanding and respect for Black heritage
and culture, and create opportunities for Afro-descendants; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, the Inter-Anerican Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
(I1ACHR) calls on countries, "to pronote and strengthen this group's
participation through special neasures and affirmative action, pronoting
safe spaces for their effective inpact and conbating all forns of
di scrimnation and viol ence against themin all political institutions



and spaces."; and

VHEREAS, Si nce Its I nception, I nt er nati onal Af ro-Lati na,
Afro- Cari bbean, and African D aspora Wnen's Day has been celebrated in
various ways in countries throughout Latin Anerica, the United States
and Spain; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack wonen in many countries have been able to pronote the
creation of |aws against racial discrimnation and segregation through
their continued activism and intellectual discussions on raci al
discrimnation since the First Meting of Afro-Latin Anerican and
Af r o- Cari bbean wonen; and

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body to recognize
t hose i nportant days which rem nd us of the rich and diverse heritage of
our great State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, It is duly fitting that all New Yorkers join in these
i nportant cel ebrations of one of our State's nost vibrant comrmunities;
this nmuch anticipated observance and its acconpanying activities wll
foster greater appreciation for wonen of African descent and their
culture, and wll serve to pronote the spirit of cooperation that is
characteristic of all citizens of New York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim July 25, 2023, as
Afro-Latina, Afro-Caribbean, and African D aspora Wnen's Day in the
State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



