Assenbl y Resol ution No. 643
BY: M of A Darling

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 14, 2023, as Chess Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body takes great pleasure in celebrating
t hose board games of historic and artistic significance which have
contributed to the <cultural enrichment of our communities and Nation;
and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimOOctober 14, 2023, as Chess
Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the observance of
Nat i onal Chess Day; and

VWHEREAS, Hel d every second Saturday in Cctober, Chess Day recognizes
the conplex art form that has captivated players and viewers alike;
chess sharpens the mnd, tests human faculties, and encourages healthy
conpetition; and

WHEREAS, Chess is a two-player board gane in which each player
formul ates a strategy and defense to capture the King; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Chess Association (NYSCA) is the ol dest
continuously-run chess organization in the United States, having been
formed in Auburn, New York in 1878; it is the official New York State
affiliate of the United States Chess Federation (USCF), and its history
pre-dates the establishnment of USCF;, and

VWHEREAS, Thi s vi tal associ ation or gani zes a variety of
St at e-sancti oned chanpionship tournanents across the Enpire State,
i ncludi ng the Annual New York State Chess Chanpionship, which has been
hel d in Al bany on Labor Day weekend since 2006; and

VWHEREAS, Renowned New York State chanpions have included Bobby
Fi scher, Joel Benjam n, Jose Capabl anca, and Frank Marshall; the current
Schol astic chanpion is New York City player FM Gus Huston; and

WHEREAS, Since the wearly Crusades, chess has been enjoyed by
mllions of people in various parts of the world; the earliest versions
of the game differ, but fromthe 15th century onwards, the design becane
st andardi zed and the nodern chess that we know today is adapted fromold
I ndi an and Persi an ganes; and

VWHEREAS, Having had a significant inpact on social devel opnent,
Benjam n Franklin elevated the status of Anmerican chess with his essay
titled "The Morals of Chess"; and

WHEREAS, Though there are many wel |l -versed players, Paul Mrphy 1is
considered to be the first Anerican chess |legend and is known as the



best chess player of his tine; in 1857, he was the first American to
beat the best European chess player, Adol ph Anderssen; and

WHEREAS, In 1976, President Gerald Ford initiated National Chess
Day, as he considered chess a kings' game and was an avid follower; the
day is meant to inspire beginners and experts to delve into the unique
wor |l d of chess; and

WHEREAS, Chess Day's purpose is to invoke people to read about the
hi story of the royal gane of chess that has been played for centuries
and to take part in the board gane; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimOQOctober 14, 2023, as Chess
Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and the New York State Chess Associ ation



