Assenbl y Resol ution No. 637
BY: M of A Cunni ngham

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 27, 2023, as Pinkster Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to call attention
to those days set aside to enhance the cultural enrichnent of the State
of New York and to preserve the heritage of African Americans; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 27, 2023, as Pinkster
Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Originally a Dutch festival derived from the Christian
feast of Pentecost, Pinkster is a celebration of the comng of spring
and a tine of rest to be enjoyed anong friends and famly; the holiday
has evolved into primarily an African Anerican holiday infused with the
African Bantu culture of Congo and Angol a; and

WHEREAS, Pinkster was the only tinme each year when Africans ensl aved
in New York were legally allowed to gather with their famlies, play
music and dance in public, and trade goods; in doing so, they preserved
their cultures and built new rituals to transform Pinkster into a
festival of African culture; and

WHEREAS, By the 1700s, celebrations in New York Gty would sel
goods varying fromoysters and beverages to herbs and sassafras bark
am dst the nerrinment of ganes, drinking, dancing, and nusic; in Al bany,
the cel ebration took place at the top of "Pinkster Hill," the current
site of the New York State Capital; and

VWHEREAS, The cel ebration would |ast three to four days and presiding
over the days of activity was a tenporarily honored "King" elected from
wi thin the enslaved nenbers of the comunity who exercised synbolic
jurisdiction over the whole of the festivities; and

WHEREAS, In 1811, New York began outlawing this centuries-old
hol i day, forcing African Anmericans to preserve their traditions in
private; by the 1970's, the Pinkster festival was revived; and

WHEREAS, Efforts were made to revive the Pinkster Festival at the
Phil I'i psburg Manor House in Sl eepy Hollow, New York, where an annual
recreation is observed; and

WHEREAS, Leading the Pinkster celebrations for decades, Chief Baba
Neil Carke is a master drunmer and perforner who researches and teaches
the history of percussion, especially the role of the African drum in
t he Anmericas; and

WHEREAS, Today, Pinkster 1is recognized as the oldest African



Anerican holiday of the original thirteen colonies that becane the
United States of Anerica; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body, in its official recognition of the
African Festival of Pinkster, renews its connection to the rich cultural
traditions of its ancient past; and

WHEREAS, Events such as The African Festival of Pinkster, which
celebrates diversity and peace, contribute to fulfilling our Nation's
great |egacy of equality and opportunity for all, and profoundly enhance
our shared commtnment to freedom and justice; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 27, 2023, as Pinkster
Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



