Assenbl y Resol ution No. 630
BY: M of A Sinpson

COWEMORATING the 50th  Anniversary of the
Adi rondack Bal | oon Festi val

WHEREAS, Fairs and festivals enpower conmunities to attract new
visitors while capitalizing on |ocal comrercial and cul tural val ue; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
support events of significance which contribute to the entertainnment and
vitality of the communities they serve, and which exenplify the history
and devel opnment of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, In the wearly 1970s Warren County's tourismand publicity
office was | ooking for an idea for an event which would bring visitors
to the region after Labor Day; at that tine, there were relatively few
hot air balloons in the nation; one such balloonist, John Marsden from
Manchester, Vernont, shared photos of his balloon with sone visionary
Gens Falls residents, which included Wlter G shkot, and t he
Adi rondack Bal | oon Festival was born shortly thereafter; and

WHEREAS, The wearly days of the Festival were held at Adirondack
Community Col | ege, now known as SUNY Adi rondack; as the event grew, a
| arger site was needed to accommodate the grow ng nunmber of ball oons and
spectators; that new site was the Floyd Bennett Menorial Airport in
Queensbury, New York, where it continues to be held today; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception, this not-for-profit organization has
never charged the public to witness this nmagnificent site; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the years, the event has drawn international
exposure for the Aens Falls region with relationships being formed with
cities like Saga, Japan and Gati neau, Quebec; the event traditionally
draws bal | oonists fromacross the United States but also internationally
based pilots; and

WHEREAS, From its hunble beginnings, the event currently draws
upwar ds of 100, 000 peopl e over four days; the Festival has been naned
one of the Top 100 events in North America and has received accol ades
fromthe Wat her Channel, Food Network and nedia coverage including
nunmer ous Associ ated Press articles as well as New York Tinmes, Antrak and
Sout hwest Airlines; and

VWHEREAS, After the death of founder Wlter Gishkot in 2011, a
foundati on was set up in his nenory to raise funds to pronote interest
I n education in the sciences of aviation and aerospace; in the sumer of
2021, his wfe Joan also passed away, |leaving a hole in the hearts of
all those who diligently work each year to nmake the Festival a success;
and

WHEREAS, Today, the Adirondack Ball oon Festival continues to serve
as an extraordinary attraction, bringing thousands of people each year



to see what it has to offer; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those organi zati ons that have brought entertai nment and cul tural

enrichnment to the citizens of the State of New York; now, therefore, Dbe
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to

commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Adirondack Balloon Festival; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of the Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Adirondack Bal |l oon Festival.



