Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 605
BY: M of A Fahy

COMVENDI NG Alicia Quellette upon the occasion of
st eppi ng down after nearly ni ne years of
di stingui shed service as Dean of Al bany Law Schoo

WHEREAS, New York State's conmtnent to education is unparalleled,
its history and stature are secured by the superlative caliber of its
educational professionals and the students they inspire; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the customof this Legislative Body to acknow edge
the significant mlestones in the distinguished careers of those
out standi ng educational |eaders, whose dedi cation and achi evenents have
been instrunental in devel oping character and academ c excellence in the
young peopl e of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comend Alicia Quellette upon the occasion of stepping down after nearly
nine years of distinguished service as Dean of Al bany Law School ; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from Longneadow Hi gh School in Longneadow,
Massachusetts, Alicia OQuellette earned her bachelor's degree in
psychol ogy cum | aude fromHam Iton College in 1988; six years |ater, she
graduated magna cum | aude in 1994 from Al bany Law School, where she was
Editor-in-Chief of the Al bany Law Revi ew, and

VWHEREAS, Alicia CQuellette began her distinguished |aw career as
Assistant Solicitor General in the New York State Attorney Ceneral's
Ofice and a law clerk to the Honorable Howard A. Levine at the New York
Court of Appeals; and

WHEREAS, In 2001, Alicia Quellette began her academa career as
Associate Dean for Academc Affairs and Intellectual Life and a
professor of law, in Cctober of 2014, she assuned the title of Dean
before being officially named the 18th Presi dent and Dean by the Board
of Trustees in January of 2015; she will step down from this role on
Friday, June 30, 2023, and after a nmuch-deserved sabbatical, she plans
to stay with the | aw school in a teaching position; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout her tenure, Alicia Quellette has truly nade a
positive difference to not only the students of Al bany Law, but al so,
the staff and alumi, and the Capital Region as a whole; and

WHEREAS, As Dean and President, Alicia Quellette pursued several

i mportant initiatives including the Jlaunch of a new strategic plan,
creation of new prograns, and fundraising initiatives such as the
creation of a new strategic plan that led to historic growh in the
size, diversity and quality of the student body; and graduation of over
1,000 students who are now leading attorneys in public offices and
private firnms, presiding judges, CEGCs, entrepreneurs, advocates, and
serving clients around the world; and



WHEREAS, Alicia Quellette was also instrunental in the conpletion of
the historic "W Rise Together" Canpaign which brought $33 mllion to

the | aw school ; navigation of the | aw school through a once-in-a-century
gl obal pandemc with a transition to fully renote teaching and back
agai n; successful conpletion of a Mddle States Conm ssion on Higher
Education accreditation process in 2020 that began in 2016; |aunch of
the Online G aduate Prograns which now has five academ c disciplines and
continues to grow, a bar passage rate for first-tine takers routinely in
the md-80% (including a 14.5% junp in 2016) which outpaces the New York
State average; an enploynment rate routinely around 90% for first-year
graduates joining law firns, governnment positions, public interest work,
busi nesses, and industry; a visit by sitting Suprenme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor in April 2017 for Kate Stoneman Day; countless academ c
citations, |eadership positions, and nedia appearances across the
country; as well as the creation of a formal academ c partnership with
the University at Al bany; and

VWHEREAS, For her steadfast and unremtting commtnent to the Al bany
Law School, Alicia Quellette was the recipient of nunerous awards and
accol ades including the 2022 Academi c Laureate Award fromthe University
at Al bany Foundati on; and

VWHEREAS, As a scholar, Alicia OQuellette focuses on health |aw,
disability rights, famly | aw, children's rights, and human
reproduction; her book, Bioethics and Disability: Toward a Disability
Conscious Bioethics, was published in 2011, and she has authored
nunmerous articles published in academ c journals such as the Anerican
Journal of Law and Medicine, American Journal of Bioethics, Nevada Law
Journal, Hastings Law Journal, Indiana Law Journal, and Oregon Law
Revi ew; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Alicia Quellette has travel ed around the world
sharing her know edge and insight with organizations such as the Yale
School of Medicine and the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerl and; and

VWHEREAS, Dedicated to her profession, Alicia Quellette has served in

| eadership posi tions for NUIer ous pr of essi onal and community
organi zations, including as <chair of the Association of Anmerican Law
School s (AALS) Section for Deans, secretary and a board nenber for the
Comm ssion on Independent Colleges and Universities (CICU), secretary
and a board nenber for the Burdett Birthing Center in Troy, New York,
and a board nenber for the University at Albany's Institute for Health
and Human Ri ghts; and

VWHEREAS, | n Septenber of 2020, Alicia Quellette was appointed to New
York Governor's COVID 19 Vaccine Distribution and Inplenentation Task
Force; and

WHEREAS, Alicia Quellette has clearly had an enduring inpact on the
students at the Al bany Law School, as well as on the conmunity-at-|arge,
and accordingly merits recognition and applause for her inpressive
dedi cation to others; and



WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to comrend the
efforts of those individuals who work to support our proud tradition of
institutions of higher education by providing their skills and talents
to our colleges; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Alicia Quellette upon the occasion of stepping down after nearly

ni ne years of distinguished service as Dean of Al bany Law School, and to
wi sh her continued success in all her future endeavors; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Alicia Quellette.



