Assenbl y Resol ution No. 585
BY: M of A Bronson

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 2023, as Breast Cancer Awareness Mnth in
the State of New York

VWHEREAS, Breast cancer is a substantial public health problemin the
United States and, as nany recent studies point out, in New York State
particul arly; and

VWHEREAS, Although nortality rates have fallen as knowl edge about the
di sease has increased, the nunber of breast cancer cases di agnosed each
year still continues to rise; and

VWHEREAS, Except for skin cancers, breast cancer is the nbst common
type of cancer anong wonen in the United States; it is estimated that
281,550 new cases of invasive breast cancer were diagnosed in wonen in
the United States in 2021, and 43,600 wonen will die from the disease
this vyear; nore than new 64, 640 cases of non-invasive breast cancer are
al so expected to occur anong wonen this year; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, about 2,800 cases will be diagnosed in nen
this year and about 530 nen will die frombreast cancer in 2023 in the
United States; and

VWHEREAS, New York State receives nore research awards from the
National Institutes of Health than any other state, except California;
Is honme to an inportant and growi ng biotechnology industry; and has
quality public and private academic and research institutions and
superior health services institutions; and

WHEREAS, Self breast-exam nati ons and mammography are anong t he nost
effective and wi dely available nmethods of early detection of breast
cancer; and

VWHEREAS, Several new and prom sing technol ogi es are being devel oped
to enhance the early detection of breast cancer, including: ultrasound,
magneti c resonance i maging (MRl), nedi-photonics, new signal processing,
and several kinds of digital conputer-enhanced i mages; and

WHEREAS, |In addition to emerging detection and screening techni ques,
many new treatnment technol ogies are being explored, ranging from bone
marrow transpl ant procedures to new drug and hornone treatnents; and

VWHEREAS, The know edge and understanding of human genetics have
advanced in the last decade, and wth the identification of breast
cancer genes, information that nmay eventually lead to better detection
and treatnent options nmay, however, raise many ethical questions; and

WHEREAS, Menbers of statew de breast cancer organi zati ons advocate
for increased funding for breast cancer research, seek to pronpte
comunity and | egi sl ative awareness of breast cancer issues, and seek to



| nprove access to breast cancer screening, diagnosis, treatnent and
care; and

VWHEREAS, Concerns about how environnental factors may be related to
the cause and developnent of breast cancer hel ped change the role of
woren in the fight against breast cancer frominactive to proactive; and

VWHEREAS, The enactnment of New York State's Breast Cancer/Pesticide
Regi stry database law is ained at finding the cause and hopefully a cure
for this tragic killer; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
reaffirm its commtnment to pronote an environnment that supports and
encour ages vi gorous research activities, and the institutions engaged in
those activities, to work toward the eradication of the disease; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause further to reaffirmits
commitnent to foster efforts directed at the advancenent of detection,
di agnostic, and treatnent technologies for breast cancer; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause further to reaffirm its
comm tnent to provide wonen and their famlies with the resources needed
to address issues related to breast cancer, access to information, and
opportunity to interact with nedical experts, researchers, and other
affected individuals and their famlies; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause further to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Cctober 2023, as Breast Cancer
Awar eness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



