Assenbl y Resol ution No. 580
BY: M of A Hevesi

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 2023, as Kinship Care Month in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to i ncrease awareness of issues that
affect the lives of residents of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is noved to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 2023, as Kinship Care Mnth
in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Kinship Care Month is observed in Septenber to recognize
children in kinship famlies, and the grandparents, other relatives, and
famly friends who raise them ensuring their safety, pronoting their
wel | - being, and establishing a stable household for these young people
to thrive; and

WHEREAS, 1In kinship famlies, a caregiver cares for a child or
children who were biologically born to another famly nenber or close
friend because the biological parents are unable to raise them and

VWHEREAS, Nationally, approximately 2.7 mllion children are living
wi th grandparents and other relatives in kinship care; nore than 195, 000
of these young people reside in the State of New York, with fewer than
7,500 kinship children in foster care; and

VWHEREAS, While grandparents provide nore than 60% of all kinship
care, aunts, uncles, adult siblings, other relatives, and famly friends
are also acting as parents for vul nerable children; and

WHEREAS, Many of these kinship caregivers give up their retirenent
years to assune parenting duties for children; and

WHEREAS, Many children come to live with kinship caregivers, after
al | egati ons of parental abuse or neglect; and

WHEREAS, Because of parental substance use disorders and other
adverse chil dhood experiences, children in kinship care frequently have
trauma-rel ated conditions; and

WHEREAS, Kinship caregivers often cope wth difficult famly
rel ations caused by parental addictions, incarcerations, nental illness
and ot her unfortunate circunstance; and

VWHEREAS, Kinship care hones offer a refuge for traumati zed chil dren
and

WHEREAS, Kinship care is a national resource that provides |oving



homes for vulnerable at risk children; and

VWHEREAS, One in 11 of all children, and one in five African-Anerican
children, wll live wthin a Kkinship famly sonetinme during their
chi | dhood; and

VWHEREAS, Kinship caregivers reside in wurban, rural and suburban
househol ds in every county of this great Enpire State, stepping forward
out of love and loyalty to care for their young relatives, offering much
needed continuity and security, and providing the best opportunity to
retain a child' s cultural heritage and community ties; and

WHEREAS, The nunber of congregate care placenents continues to
decrease and child welfare agencies are increasingly reliant on kinship
famlies; and

VWHEREAS, Kinship caregivers are increasingly providing caring hones
for children because of the opioid crisis; and

VWHEREAS, The wi sdom and conpassi on of kinship caregivers is a source
of self-reliance and strength for countless children and for all New
Yor kers; and

WHEREAS, Kinship Care Mnth honors the priceless role t hese
grandparents and other kin play in the lives of the children they |ove;
famous ki nship caregivers include President George Washi ngton; and

WHEREAS, Kinship Care Month al so recogni zes the acconplishment of
countless youth throughout this great Enpire State, and across the
nation, who, with the unconditional support of grandparents and other
rel atives, have successfully navigated the enotional trauma of | osing
their parents; fanobus youth who were raised in kinship care include Mya
Angel ou, Sandra Day O Connor, and President Barack Cbama; and

VWHEREAS, It is vitally inportant the public grow in awareness of the
chal l enges faced by children, grandparents and other relatives in
kinship famlies; partnerships anong the -education, |egal, social
services, nental health, justice, and other systens are necessary to
ensure access to the services that can enable kinship youth to flourish
in all facets of their life; and

WHEREAS, The entire comunity of New Yorkers expresses its
whol ehearted support for kinship caregivers in their task of providing
| oving hones for children; and

WHEREAS, Kinship Care Month is reflective of the values of famly,
comunity, and the welfare of children shared by citizens across New
York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 2023, as Kinship
Care Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New



Yor k.



