Assenbl y Resol ution No. 569
BY: M of A Angelino

COVMEMORATI NG t he 40t h Anni versary of the Southern
Ti er I ndependence Center of Bi nghanton, New York

WHEREAS, It is the custom of the Legislative Body to recogni ze those
established organizations within our communities that, year after year,
diligently work to inprove the quality of life for its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 40th Anniversary of the Southern Tier |ndependence
Center of Bi nghanton, New York; and

WHEREAS, Co-founded by Maria Di bble and Frank Pennisi, Southern Tier

| ndependence Center (STIC) is an independent |iving center serving
children and adults with all types of disabilities and pronotes the
I ndependence, integration and inclusion of people with disabilities in

all aspects of comunity life including enploynent, recreation, housing,
education, volunteering, and civil responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, STIC also provides support, consultation, training and
services to famlies, businesses, agencies and others in its comunity;
and

WHEREAS, The current Executive Director and totally blind from
birth, Miria D bble has experienced the discrimnation and false
assunptions that people nmake when neeting a person with a disability,
underestimating what they can do, or even conpletely dismssing it;
neverthel ess, she was integrated into regular schools as a child, and is
a graduate of Binghanton University, and she wunderstands the issues
faced by children and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, STIC has grown fromits hunbl e beginnings with a grant of
$100, 000 and four enployees to a budget of $17 mllion and about 750
enpl oyees, al | dedi cat ed to t he i ndependence of people wth
disabilities, and advocating for their civil and econom c rights; and

VWHEREAS, For her steadfast and unremtting commtnent to STIC and
those with disabilities, Miria Dibble was inducted into the NYS
Disability Rights Hall of Fame in 2019 and was the recipient of the
Davi d Veatch Advocacy Award fromthe New York Associ ati on on | ndependent
Living (NYAIL); and

WHEREAS, In addition, STIC s cofounder and retired Disability R ghts
and Accessibility Director Frank Pennisi, and its current Advocacy
Director Susan Ruff were also awarded the David Veatch Advocacy Award
from NYAIL for their relentless advocacy even on seem ngly hopel ess
i ssues; and

VWHEREAS, Since its inception, STIC has supported nmany issues and
| egislation including the ADA, Consuner Directed Personal Assistance



Program the devel opnent of the Traumatic Brain Injury and Nursing Hone
Transition and Diversion Wivers, election  reform and polling place
accessibility; and

VWHEREAS, The success of STICis in direct correlation to the efforts
of its staff whose involvenent is, and always has been, characterized by
an inpressive conmmtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom si ng
standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of the institution and
the comunity it serves; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormenorate the 40th Anniversary of the Southern Tier |ndependence
Center of Binghanton, New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mari a Di bbl e, Executive Director, Southern Tier
| ndependence Center.



