Assenbly Resol uti on No. 554
BY: M of A Norris

COMVENDI NG  veteran St ephen Lacki for hi s
nmeritorious service to the United States Marines
during the Korean \War

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to conmend those
who have served in tinmes of active conflict, as well as those who have
served in tines of peace; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend veteran Stephen Lacki for his neritorious service to the United
States Marines during the Korean War, to be cel ebrated at a Menorial Day
Event on Monday, May 29, 2023; and

WHEREAS, N nety-year-old Stephen Lacki was raised on his famly
dairy farmin Pendl eton, New York; after graduating from high school in
May of 1950, he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps and conpl eted
boot canp at Parris Island, South Carolina;, since he was only 17
years-old, he was sent to California for Special Waponry Training; and

VWHEREAS, After turning 18, Stephen Lacki proudly served his country
as a nenber of the 1st Battalion, 25th Marines, 4th Division during the
Korean War; during his first year of duty, he was wounded as a Squad
Leader; and

VWHEREAS, Later, Stephen Lacki took part in the Battle for H Il No.
749 which was an integral eneny strong hold; for his neritorious
service, he was awarded many commendati ons and nedal s; and

VWHEREAS, After |earning Stephen Lacki was nmulti-lingual and spoke
fluid Polish, the Marines sent himto | anguage school where he becane
fluent in Russian, and would go on to |earn how to speak five | anguages
intotal; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of active duty, Stephen Lacki returned
to his hometown, entered the Reserves, and becane a nenber of the
National Rifle Association, where he won many chanpi onshi ps; and

WHEREAS, Under the d Bill, Stephen Lacki earned a degree in
metallurgy from Erie County Technical School (now Erie Co. Community
Coll ege); he then took a summer job at Carborundum Metals in Akron, New
York, as a spectographer, which was a new science at the tine; during
his 10 years of service and with help fromhis enployer, he earned his
degree in chemstry; and



WHEREAS, Stephen Lacki married the forner Floy Baker, and together,
they raised their children in Lockport, New York; unfortunately, his
ni ne-year-ol d son, Johnny, tragically died of |eukem a; and

WHEREAS, Stephen and Floy Lacki |oved to square dance and taught
cl asses for nmany years at the Lockport 4-H Center; and

WHEREAS, |In 1962, Stephen Lacki went to work at Sinons Steele of
Lockport where he was enployed as a chem stry nanager; after 22 years,
he was hired as a corporate research engi neer with Carborundum Corp of
Ni agara Falls, New York, where he retired in 1996, after 21 years of
service; and

WHEREAS, In the early years of his retirenent, Stephen Lacki spent
three years training the enployees of Harrison Radiator Co. how to use
their spectroneter nachine which cost well over a mllion dollars; and

VWHEREAS, Stephen Lacki also wote several articles and/or book
reviews in mlitary nagazines and gave interviews relating his mlitary
experience; he has a large collection of war-tine nenorabilia and has
attended several anniversary cel ebrations of the Korean War and has made
many friends, many of whom served in his division; and

WHEREAS, |In 2000, Stephen Lacki traveled to Canp Pendl eton for the
50t h Anniversary of the Korean War where the Korean Anbassador gave him
a beautiful Korean flag observing the years of the war and is printed in
both Korean and English; in 2007, he was invited to attend the
dedi cation of a United States Marine nonunent at Quantico, Virginia; and

VWHEREAS, Stephen Lacki has truly lived a life of service to his
country, famly, and comunity; although he has lost his wife and three
of his five children, he enjoys telling stories about his many
adventures and his |loved ones, especially his granddaughter who served
in the United States Marine Corps and spent four years playing in its
prestigi ous band; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
St ephen Lacki has denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore, the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend veteran Stephen Lacki for his nmeritorious service to the United
States Marines during the Korean War; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Stephen Lacki.



