Assenbly Resol ution No. 504
BY: M of A Brown K

LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori al i zi ng Governor Kat hy
Hochul to proclaim August 31, 2023, as Overdose
Awar eness Day in the State of New York

VWHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days set aside to increase awareness of serious issues which
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menoriali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim August 31, 2023, as
Overdose Awareness Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of International Overdose Awareness Day; and

VWHEREAS, |nternational Overdose Awareness Day (1 OAD) was established
in Ml bourne, Australia, in 2001; today, it has becone a global
canpaign; in 2019, 874 10AD events took place in 39 countries,
surpassing the previous record tally of 747, set in 2018; and

WHEREAS, Since 2012, this annual global event has been pl anned by
the not-for-profit Australian public health organization, Anex, which,
in April of 2014, becane a program of Penington Institute; and

WHEREAS, Penington Institute advances health and community safety by
connecting substance use research to practical action; this vital
foundation hel ps individuals and the w der community through research,
analysis, pronotion of effective strategies, workforce education and
public awareness activities; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Departnment of Health, in its Opioid
Annual Report for 2019, indicated deaths involving any opioid went from
0.9 per 100,000 population in 2010 to 11.3 in 2017, a 1,194 percent
I ncrease; and

VWHEREAS, W<th deaths involving any opioid nearly tripling over the
past decade the stignma around overdose related deaths has only forced
i ndividuals to suffer in silence; and

WHEREAS, Overdose Awareness Day ains to rai se awareness of overdose,
reduce the stigma of drug-related deaths, and is an opportunity to
stinmul ate di scussi on about evi dence-based overdose prevention and drug
policy; and

VWHEREAS, Overdose Awareness Day al so acknow edges the grief felt by
famlies and friends whose | oved-ones have died or suffered permanent
infjury from a drug overdose, and spreads the nessage about the tragedy
of drug overdose death and that drug overdose is preventable; and

VWHEREAS, The goal s of Overdose Awareness Day are to provide an
opportunity for people to publicly nmurn loved ones in a safe



environment, sonme for the first tine without feeling guilt or shaneg;
i nclude the greatest nunber of people in Overdose Awareness Day events,
and encour age non-denom national involvenent; give conmmunity nenbers

informati on about the issue of fatal and non-fatal overdose; send a
strong nmessage to current and former people who use drugs that they are
val ued; stinulate discussion about overdose prevention and drug policy;
provide basic information on the range of support services that are
avai l abl e; prevent and reduce drug-related harm by supporting
evi dence-based policy and practice; and inform people around the world
about the risk of overdose; and

VWHEREAS, Overdose Awareness Day is an opportunity to renenber | oved
ones lost to overdose and is a "Tinme to renenber. Tine to Act."; and

VWHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health condition; the tragedy of overdose death is preventable
and nore nust be done to save lives and increase activity at |ocal,
State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim August 31, 2023, as
Overdose Awareness Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



