Assenbly Resol ution No. 476
BY: M of A Mkulin

COMVENDI NG t he Order Sons of Italy in America upon
the occasion of hosting its 27th Annual Italian
Feast and Festi val

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those fraternal organizations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Order Sons of Italy in Anrerica of the Colunbus Lodge No.
2143 upon the occasion of hosting its 27th Annual Italian Feast and
Festival on Sunday, Septenber 24, 2023, in North Massapequa, New York;
and

VWHEREAS, The Sons of Italy in Anerica is a fraternal and charitable
organi zati on whi ch was founded on February 16, 1964, by Angel o Roncall o,
Dom ni ck Baranell o, and Pat Vincent Landi at the Col unbus Lodge No. 2143
in Farm ngdale, New York, wth nenbership including citizens from
Massapequa, Farm ngdal e, Bet hpage, Pl ai nedge, Pl ainview, and nore; and

WHEREAS, Under the able and devoted |eadership of President Fred
Bellise, the organization's efforts focus on the pronotion of
fraternalism philanthropy, and supporting others; and

VWHEREAS, A testanent to their dedicated service to others, the Sons
of Italy maintain a highly successful Scholarship Awards program
raising funds annually to prove nonetary awards to the children and
grandchil dren of the Lodge nenbers and to students in the surrounding
comunity school districts; and

VHEREAS, Phi | ant hr opi c by nat ur e, t he Col unbus Lodge has
participated in National and State Order Sons of Italy in America (CSIA)
Fund Rai sing projects for charities such as Cooley's Anema, Arthritis
Foundation, Disaster Relief Funds, The Gft of Sight, and St. Francis
Hospital Heart Program additionally, the organization donated a $10, 000
per petual scholarship to the G and Lodge Foundation; and

WHEREAS, The Col unbus Lodge, in cooperation with the Town of Oyster
Bay, has sponsored an Annual Italian Feast and Festival where several
t housand people attend every year; the Feast and Festival provides
additional funds to support the Lodge's many charitable and community
donati ons; and

VWHEREAS, The Sons of Italy in America host a variety of social and
fraternal activities, such as golf, bowing, softball, picnics, fashion
shows, holiday parties, and Atlantic City and Broadway show trips; and

VWHEREAS, Anong the nenbers of the Sons of Italy have been two



Congressman, two NYS Senators, two Suprene Court Judges, three NYS
Assenbl ynen, a County Legislator, two Town Supervisors, several town
Counci | men, and one Nassau County Executive, along with other successful

prof essi onal s who have hel ped to create a positive and fraternal spirit;
and

VWHEREAS, Sone of this organization's nenbers have al so been honored
with the esteened positions of President and State Officers in the Gand
Lodge of New York OSIA; and

VWHEREAS, In June 1999, Nicholas Viglietta followed in the footsteps
of Brother P. Vincent Landi and Brother Angelo Roncallo in receiving the
Bene Eneritus Award from the Gand Lodge of New York OSIA for
out standi ng and di stingui shed service in the Oder; the Bene Eneritus
Award is the highest award New York State can bestow on a nenber; in
addition, several of the organization's nenbers have received other
state accolades such as Lifetine nmenbership, Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro, and
Fam |y of the Year awards; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proudly noved to honor and conmend
the nenbers of the Order Sons of Italy in Anerica, past and present, who
have | abored so conscientiously to secure and inprove the quality of
life for the community it serves; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Order Sons of Italy in Anerica upon the occasion of hosting
its 27th Annual Italian Feast and Festival; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Order Sons of Italy in America of Colunbus Lodge No.
2143.



