Assenbly Resol ution No. 351
BY: M of A Sinpson

MOURNI NG t he death of Marilyn Anna VanDyke, Ph.D.
| ongtime Town of Queensbury historian, distinguished
citizen and devoted nmenber of her conmunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Marilyn Anna VanDyke of Queensbury, New York, died on
Monday, March 13, 2023, at the age of 92; and

VWHEREAS, Marilyn Anna Johnson was born on January 26, 1931, to Edna
(G eveland) and MIford Johnson in South Aens Falls, New York; upon
graduating from the |local high school, she becane the first in her
famly to attend coll ege, earning her bachelor's degree from the State
Uni versity of New York at Al bany; and

VWHEREAS, Marilyn Anna Johnson then began her | ong and di sti ngui shed
career in education, teaching at Fort Ann H gh School; and

VWHEREAS, On April 17, 1954, Marilyn Anna Johnson nmarried Pau
VanDyke, and together, they raised two daughters in their hone on Bay
Road, and operated Idlew|ld Cottages on Lake CGeorge for 15 years; and

WHEREAS, Devoted to her daughters, Marilyn Anna VanDyke was a career
Grl Scout, serving as a Troop Leader, Board Menber, Council President,
and InterimExecutive Director for six years; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to the Grl Scouts, Mrilyn Anna VanDyke
vol unteered her tinme and energy to the PTA, Adirondack Muntain Cub
and the Quaker Friends Meeting; for her steadfast and unremtting
commtment to her community she was the recipient of several awards and
accol ades including being named an "Qutstanding Hi storian" by the New
York State Association of Minicipal H storians, the 2007 Wnman of
Di stinction Award by the Adirondack Grl Scount Council and in 2009, the
Chapman Museum honored her for her "Qutstanding Contributions to Local
Hi story"; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1985, at the age of 53, Marilyn Anna VanDyke furthered
her education by obtaining her master's degree and an E.D. in Education
Adm ni stration and Policy; during this tine, she conpleted research at
Al bany BOCES on G fted Education and worked at Lake CGeorge El enentary
School directing the Gfted and Tal ented Progranm and

VWHEREAS, Marilyn Anna VanDyke then held the positions of Principal
at Moriah Central School, Adjunct Professor at North Country Conmunity
Coll ege and SUNY Plattsburgh, and Tr ai ni ng Director/ Educati onal
Consultant for the Association of Public H storians of New York State;
and



VWHEREAS, |In 1991, Marilyn Anna VanDyke was appointed Hi storian for
the Town of Queensbury and was a foundi ng nmenber of the Warren County

H storical Society, in which the reference Ilibrary is nanmed in her
honor; in 2017, after 26 years of service, she officially retired from
her role as Historian; and

VWHEREAS, In this capacity, Mrilyn Anna VanDyke surveyed 19th
Century historic barns and served on the G vil War Mnunment restoration
commttee, Heritage Hall Conmittee, and Preservation Awards Conm ttee of
the Chaprman Museum she al so offered services to those in the conmunity
| ooking to | earn about local history or their famly genealogy and
devel oped nunerous historical exhibits; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by her two brothers, Erwin Johnson and Walton
Johnson, and one sister, Luana Johnson Rohlin, Marilyn Anna VanDyke is
survived by her two daughters, Katrina (Mrk) Bergeron and Heat her
(Christopher) VanDyke; her five grandchildren, Al exander, Caner on
(Gabrielle), Jennifer (Kevin), Reilly and Austin VanDyke; and one

great-grandson, Liam Parker; as well as nunerous other relatives,
friends and col |l eagues who will |ong cherish her nmenory; and

WHEREAS, Well-liked and respected by all, Marilyn Anna Van Dyke
truly loved her cormunity and strived to nake it a better place for its
citizens to live, wrk and play; she devoted much of her life to

bringing proper attention to a place and tinme which nerits recognition
in the grand panorama of the history of our State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassion, Marilyn Anna Van Dyke | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Mrilyn Anna Van Dyke, Ph.D., longtinme Town of
Queensbury historian, distinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Marilyn Anna Van Dyke, Ph.D.



