Assenbly Resol ution No. 33
BY: M of A Norris

COVMEMORATI NG  the 75t h Anni versary of the
Wl cottsville Vol unt eer Fire Conpany to be
cel ebrated on February 11, 2023

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to conmenorate the 75th
Anni versary of the Wbl cottsville Volunteer Fire Conpany and to honor its
past and present firefighting nmenbers for 75 years of fire protection to
the citizens of Wlcottsville, New York, and its surroundi ng
conmuni ti es; and

VWHEREAS, Fire departnments are an integral part of comunity
protection services in every locality of our State; during the past 75
years, t he courageous and devoted firefighters of Wlcottsville
Vol unteer Fire Conpany have valiantly responded to all types of fire

energencies and have won the praise and respect of the comunity which
t hey serve; and

WHEREAS, Wth a history of dedicated firefighter nmenbership spanning
over seven decades, the Wl cottsville Volunteer Fire Conpany was founded
in 1947, with 66 people affixing their signhatures to a petition as a
show of support for its establishnent; and

WHEREAS, On April 14, 1947, a neeting was called to order by Robert
Fi nk; 23 prospective nenbers were present and three tenporary officers
were elected: Arthur Fiegel as Chairman, Norman Schl eef as Co-Chair nman,
and Robert Fink as Secretary; and

VWHEREAS, Following this April neeting, two conmttees wer e
established to investigate the availability of governnment surplus
equi pnent and the availability of other fire equi pnent; and

VWHEREAS, On April 22, 1947, a neeting was held, and the follow ng
were elected officers of the new Fire Conpany: Arthur Ewal d, President;
Robert Fink, Vice President; Oswald Palnreuter, Treasurer; Raynond Sy,
Secretary; Harold Baehr, Sergeant at Arns; Roy Frey, Fire Chief; Arthur
Fiegel, Assistant Fire Chief; Wlter Sy, Captain; Wlter Martin,
Li eutenant; Lloyd Meitz, Carl Riemer, and Kenneth Hoste, as Trustees;
and WIIliam Pogel as Steward; and

VWHEREAS, | n June of 1947, the Conpany purchased its first truck and
hoses, and held its first parade in Penbroke, New York; and

VWHEREAS, During the bal ance of the year, the new Fire Conpany put on

a Field Day, held several raffles, nmarched in several parades including
The Newstead World War Il Veterans Associ ation Parade, Wights corners,
South Lockport, Rapids, O cott, Newfane, M ddleport and C arence Center
Fire Conpany Field day parades; Wlcottsville Volunteer Fire Conpany
also put on a Turkey Party, sent representatives to the Ni agara County
Vol unteer Firenen's Association and Western New York Vol unteer Firemen's
Associ ation neeting and purchased a tank truck; and



VWHEREAS, At a neeting on Septenber 2, 1947, the Fire Conpany voted
to purchase 8.5 acres of land; this is the site where the Wl cottsville
Vol unt eer Fire Conpany stands today; and

VWHEREAS, The record of the Wl cottsville Volunteer Fire Conpany in
public service and fire protection is one to be envied; for 24 hours a
day, for 365 days a year, for 75 years, whenever the al arm sounded,
t hese nobl e volunteers left their hones and went to the aid of their
nei ghbors; and

WHEREAS, The brave firefighters of Wlcottsville Volunteer Fire
Conmpany are prepared to risk their lives every day to help save the
lives of others and to protect hones and property fromthe destruction
caused by fire; and

VWHEREAS, Much of the ongoi ng successes of the Conpany are due to the
abl e | eadership of Presidents and Chiefs both past and present; the
current President, Bill Tobin and Fire Chief, Paul Gurnett, enbody such
successes and are a synmbol of the resilience and traditions of these
| ong-standing fire conpani es across the Nation; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to the skill and devoted service denonstrated
by individual firefighters, Wlcottsville Vol unteer Fire Conpany
reflects the history and devel opnent of firefighting over the past 75
years; and

WHEREAS, This Legi sl ative Body cannot express sufficient gratitude
to those devoted individual s who recogni ze that the preservation of life
and property is a sacred responsibility and who nake that responsibility
their owm by serving as firefighters; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that we should
gi ve special recognition to those who work so assiduously for the
betterment of their communities, and acknow edge publicly the heroic
good works perfornmed by the volunteer fire departnents of this great
Enpire State, their officers, and auxiliaries; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
proudly comrenorate the 75th Anniversary of Wl cottsville Volunteer Fire
Company; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Wbl cottsville Volunteer Fire Conpany.



