Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 308
BY: M of A Burdick

COVEMORATI NG the 10th Anniversary of Latino U
Col | ege Access

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to conmmend those
illustrious organizations of the State of New York whose focus and
i ntent have made a substantial inmpact on the quality of I|ife in their
conmmuni ti es; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 10th Anniversary of Latino U College Access; and

WHEREAS, Latino U College Access (LUCA) is a nonprofit organization
that transfornms lives by making college dreans a reality for |owincone,
first-generation, Latino youth; and

WHEREAS, Renmining true to its mssion, Latino U College Access
enpowers students on their journeys to and through college so they can
fulfill their remarkable potential; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, this vital organization guides students, who
have denonstrated academ c aptitude, through individualized coaching and
culturally relevant programmng to ensure they enroll in schools that
meet their financial and academ c needs; and

VWHEREAS, Nationally, only one out of 10 first-generation college
students earn a four-year degree; at LUCA, 99 percent of Scholars remain
on track to graduate or have graduated; and

WHEREAS, LUCA was founded in 2012 by Shirley Acevedo Buontenpo to
address the inequity first-generation Latino students face while
pursuing their college dreans; Shirley experienced the transfornative
power of education firsthand; born in Puerto Rico, she noved to the
Bronx when she was ten years old; after navigating the school system and
|l earning English, she was the first in her famly to graduate from
col | ege; and

WHEREAS, Over its distinguished 10-year history, Latino U College
Access has denonstrated continuous service to the residents and
communities which it serves; and

WHEREAS, The success of Latino U College Access is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its dedicated staff and Board of
Directors, whose involvenent is, and always has been, characterized by
an i npressive commtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom sing
standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of the organization
and the community it serves; and

WHEREAS, Thi s auspi ci ous occasion presents an opportunity for this
Legislative Body to recognize and pay tribute to Latino U College



Access; and

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ainms and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 10th Anniversary of Latino U College Access; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Shirley Acevedo Buontenpo, Founder, Latino U College
Access.



