Assenbl y Resol ution No. 296
BY: M of A Wllace

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 10, 2023, as Dyngus Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
proclaimApril 10, 2023, as Dyngus Day in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, A Polish-Anerican tradition, Dyngus Day celebrates the end
of the observance of Lent and the joy of Easter; over the decades,
Dyngus Day has becone a holiday to celebrate Polish-Anmerican culture,
heritage, and traditions; and

WHEREAS, Since 966 A.D., Dyngus Day has been associated with the
bapti smof Prince Meszko |I; tradition states that Prince Meszko |
along with his court, were baptized on Easter Mnday; and

WHEREAS, Dyngus Day and its rites of sprinkling wth water have
beconme a fol k cel ebration which gives thanks for the fact that the first
ki ng of Poland was baptized into Christianity, bringing Catholicism to
Pol and; and

WHEREAS, In nore nodern tines, the tradition continued when farm
boys in Poland wanted to attract notice fromthe girls of their choice;
it was customary to throw water and hit the girls on their legs with
twi gs or pussy wllows; and

WHEREAS, The nore gallant | ads woul d use col ogne instead of water,
and the ladies would reciprocate by throwi ng dishes & crockery, with
Tuesday being their day of revenge, imtating the sane tactics; and

WHEREAS, Buffalo, New York is officially the Dyngus Day capital of
Anerica, hosting the |largest concentration of festival |ocations, polka
bands and Polish traditions in the nation; and

VWHEREAS, I n the celebrations in Buffalo, tradition holds true that
on Easter Monday, boys sprinkle the girls with water and tap themw th
pussy w |l ows; on Easter Tuesday, the wonen would return the favor; at
nodern Dyngus Day parties, it is common practice that both nmen and wonen
trade water and pussy w |l ow taps equally; and

WHEREAS, The Annual Dyngus Day Parade in Buffalo's Hi storic Polonia
District is a denonstration in civic and ethnic pride; this parade
gathers people together with a sense of canaraderie and joy mxed with
nostal gi a and hope; and



WHEREAS, The Dyngus Day Parade consists of floats resenbling
medi eval ships, fire trucks wth sirens blazing and hoses squirting,

pol ka bands bl aring, and fam |ies sharing nenories and | aughter as they
stroll through the nei ghborhood tossing candy and beads to the famlies
gat hered on the curbs; and

VWHEREAS, This vyear's 17th Annual Dyngus Day Parade in Buffalo, New
York, takes place on Monday, April 10th, 2023; and

WHEREAS, The City of Buffalo and its suburbs are honme to the
greatest concentration of Polish-Anericans in the nation, showcasing the
rich cultural heritage and pride that is synonynous with the identity of
Anerica and New York at |arge; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 10, 2023, as Dyngus
Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of New YorKk.



