Assenbl y Resol ution No. 241
BY: M of A. Bronson

CELEBRATING the life of Mchael Gam |l a, renowned
| mageCut Board Menber and Programm ng Director, and
bel oved community nenber, colleague, and friend

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Mchael Gamlla was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Mchael Ganilla, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, A cultural icon in the local LABTQ+ filmconmunity, M chael
Gam |l a of Rochester, New York, died on March 9, 2023, at the age of 54;
and

WHEREAS, Wth a sincere passion for LGBTQ+ cinenma, for two decades
M chael Gamlla served as Progranmng Director of |InmageQut: The
Rochester LGBTQ+ Film Festival; in this role, he carefully curated filns
to bring the best in global LGBTQ+ cinema to the | ocal screens; and

VWHEREAS, Under his able | eadership, the filns offered visibility and
representation of the LGBTQ+ conmmunity, telling di verse stories
regarding race, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, sexual
orientation, age, religious identities, and nore; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Manila, Philippines, Mchael Gamlla noved to the
United States as an adult; wupon settling in Upstate New York, his
passion for arts and culture, and his desire to be active in the LGBTQ+
comunity led himto I mageQut, the Rochester LGBT Film Festival where he
has been a |oyal volunteer for 20 years and served as its Progranmm ng
Director for the past 19 years; and

VWHEREAS, A systens anal yst and conputer programrer by training and
profession, Mchael Gamlla' s volunteer work wth the filmfestival
since 2003 allowed himto indulge his artistic and creative side; and

WHEREAS, After taking over the InageQut progranmng helm M chael
Gam ||l a introduced the Flower City Flicks Conpetition for |[|ocal
filmakers with the hope of inspiring nore LGBTQ+ content coming from
the Western New York and Rochester Region; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, he also created the |ImageQut There! Series as
a sidebar to introduce the festival audience to content that my be
hard-hitting, challenging, edgy, and perhaps, even innovative, as
opposed to the usual festival fare; and

VHEREAS, M chael Gamlla also renewed the festival's dedication to



the Ileaders of tonorrow by adding an official youth series called Next
Generation, with enphasis on including stories for, about, and/or by
LGBTQ+ youth and meking the filns easily accessible to them and

WHEREAS, At the start of the pandem c, Mchael Gam |l a spearheaded
the effort to quickly adapt to the restrictions of in-person events and
| mageQut noved to a virtual-only platformfor the first year of the
pandem c; additionally, in 2021, at the tine when nobst festivals were
cancel l i ng, postponing, or downsizing their events, M chael introduced
| mmgeQut First Cut Spring Edition, which is nowon its second year; and

WHEREAS, This new festival allows InmageCQut to adapt to the new
distribution nodel of film as the demand for stream ng becones
stronger, so the Rochester audience is not mssing out on good quality
LA&BTOQ+ fil ms; and

VWHEREAS, An integral conponent to the vibrant international arts and
culture comunity, Mchael was invited to serve on international LGBTQ+
juries for filmfestivals in Berlin (Berlinale), Cardiff (lris Prize),
Toronto (Inside Qut), Tel Aviv (TLVWest), San Francisco (Franeline),
M am and Fort Lauderdale (QutShine), Boston (Wcked Queer), Tanpa
(TIGFF), Atlanta (Qut on Film, as well as jury duties for the DC
Shorts FilmFestival and the Rochester 24-hour Myvie Challenge; and

VWHEREAS, Anong his nmany honors, Mchael Gamilla was a 2011 Little
Theatre Friend of Film awardee, a 2015 Enpire State Pride Agenda
Qut standing Comunity Chanpion awardee, the 2022 ROC Pride G and
Marshal , a 2022 Rochester LGBTQ+ Toget her ROC Pride MVP at Rochester Red
Wngs Pride Night, the 2022 I mageCQut Lifetine Achi evenent Award honoree,
and a 2022 Rainbow Seniors ROC Evelyn Bailey Legacy of Pride Award
reci pient; and

WHEREAS, A truly charismatic, insightful and conpassionate man,
Mchael Gamlla's tireless work built bridges throughout the comunity
by connecting the hearts and mnds of people, famlies, and allies,
while trying to bring understanding and equality for all through the
ci nema; and

WHEREAS, M chael Gamlla's infinite selflessness and benevol ence
will shine on through his famly's vivid and happy nenories; his insight
and strength wll forever serve as a beacon of love, light and hope to
the countless lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Mchael Gamlla |eaves behind a |egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing man; he wl|l
be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the |ife of Mchael Ganmilla, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further



RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Mchael Gam || a.



