Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 2398
BY: M of A Peopl es- Stokes

MOURNI NG the death of Stephanie Ann Barber GCeter,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter, of Buffal o, New York, died on
Thur sday, January 11, 2024, at the age of 69; and

VWHEREAS, On June 21, 1954, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter was born to
Carl Kelley and Hazel Lee Barber in Buffalo, New York; and

WHEREAS, On Buffalo's East Side, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter was
rai sed by her grandnother who encouraged her to get involved in her
housing project's tenant council at the age of 12; as a teenager, she
becanme involved in political canpaigns and participated in the student
council in high school and the Ellicott D strict Neighborhood Council in
col | ege; and

WHEREAS, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter was a proud product of the
Buf fal o Public School system attending dinton Junior H gh School and
Annunci ati on H gh School where she graduated in 1972; and

VWHEREAS, Fromthe State University of New York at Buffalo, Stephanie
Ann Barber GCeter received both her Bachelor of Science and Master of
Urban Pl anni ng degrees; she was enpl oyed by the Research Foundation at
Buffalo State University; and

VWHEREAS, For the next 37 years, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter conmtted
herself to bettering Western New York through her work in governnent and
| ocal non-profit organizations; she has served on the Boards of
Directors of FeedMore WNY, Elim Community Corporation, and the Masten
TRI AD Housing Association; she also directed the Head Start Partnership
at SUNY Buffalo State Coll ege; and

WHEREAS, As Research Associate, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter was
responsible for nmanaging and inplenmenting applied grant projects in
Conti nui ng Professional Studies, managi ng several grant projects for
nontradi tional students, and serving as Conmmunity Liaison for Continuing
Pr of essi on Studies; and

WHEREAS, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter distinguished herself in her
prof ession by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of her community; she had been involved in volunteer work which
I ncl uded serving as President of the Hamlin Park Community & Taxpayers
Associ ation for many years; and



WHEREAS, For nore than 20 years, as Senior Vice President of
Community Initiative for United Way of Buffalo & Erie County, Stephanie
Ann Barber Geter distributed approximately $25 mllion to agency

providers and comunity groups annually; while acting as Board Chair of
Restore Qur Community Coalition (ROCC), she was instrunental i n
obtaining a $55 mllion federal grant for the Kensington Expressway
proj ect; and

VWHEREAS, St ephani e Ann Barber Geter received the Medgar Evers Award
fromthe Buffal o branch of the NAACP, she also received conmendations
from state and | ocal officials; her steadfast work for the East Side of
Buffalo yielded a better comunity for her neighbors for whom she
tirelessly labored to effect positive change; and

WHEREAS, To Western New York's expansive community, Stephanie Ann
Barber Geter will be renenbered as a chanpion, true public servant,
comunity | eader, and pillar of the City of Buffalo;, she remained active
in her projects even after her retirenent in the fall of 2020; and

WHEREAS, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter's faith was the cornerstone of
her Iife, and she was a faithful nenber of Elim Christian Fellowship,
serving as Chairwoman of the Board for Elim Comrunity Corporation; her
faith was not only a belief but also a way of |life which she exenplified
and shared with others; and

VWHEREAS, The life, love, resilience, service, and dedication of this
caring, conpassionate, and purposeful wonman constitute Stephanie Ann
Barber GCeter's legacy which will continue to inspire those individuals
who knew her; she has conpleted her assignnent, and her nenory wll
forever be etched in the hearts of her famly, friends, colleagues, and
fell ow nenbers of the Buffalo conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter is survived by her husband,
Edwn R  Geter; stepdaughter, Ariel L. Geter; brothers, R ckie (Debra)
Bar ber, Joe Barber, and Cecil Barber; sister, Marshell "Peaches" Joyner;
sister-in-law, Debra (Sullivan) Nel son; nephews, Marlon Joyner, Brian
Dubenion, R ckie Lee Barber, and John (Lakisha) Kelley, Jr.; niece,
Renaya (Gabriel) Rivera; and nunmerous cousins, other relatives, and
special friends; she was preceded in death by her grandnother, Enassie
Bar ber; father, Carl Kelley; nother, Hazel Lee Barber Joyner; uncles,
Joe Louis (Patricia) Barber, Calvin (Edna) Barber, and WIIliam (Rozell a)
Barber; aunt, Sadie Barber; and sisters, Betty Barber and Grace Kell ey;
and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Stephanie Ann Barber Geter |eaves behind a | egacy which wll
long endure the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory
to all she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Stephanie Ann Barber Geter, distinguished citizen and
devot ed nenber of her community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to the famly of Stephanie Ann Barber Geter.



