Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 2387
BY: M of A Buttenschon

COVMENDI NG t he Bosni an Aneri can Comuni ty
Associ ation for hosting the 3rd Annual Srebrenica
Walk in Uica, New York, on July 11, 2024

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
t hose organi zati ons which work to preserve and curate history, exposing
wrongdoings and injustices, while setting exanples for positive action
for the citizenry of this great State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend t he Bosnian Anerican Community Association for hosting the 3rd
Annual Srebrenica Wal k at Mohawk Valley Conmunity College in Uica, New
York, on Thursday, July 11, 2024; and

VWHEREAS, Annually, Renenbering Srebrenica, a British charitable
initiative, selects a theme to reflect an aspect of the genocidal
tragedy which warrants commenoration; the thenme for 2024 is, "I Am
Because You Are"; the Srebrenica Walk honors and renenbers nore than
8,000 victins who fell prey to the Serbian forces; and

VWHEREAS, The Town of Srebrenica, in eastern Bosnia, was besieged by
Serbian mlitary and paramlitary units under the direct control of war
crimnals, General Ratko Madic and Bosnian Serb |eader, Radovan
Kar adzi c; and

WHEREAS, Srebrenica also becane a place where thousands of people
from nei ghboring villages and towns found refuge, and it was declared a
United Nations Safe Zone; however, this did not prevent Serbian forces
fromentering Srebrenica on July 11, 1995, separating nen from wonen and
children and executing themw thin four days; and

VWHEREAS, The Srebrenica Walk represents the survivors who were
forced to hide in the forests and nountains and walk for mles to reach
the Town of Tuzla and other safe zones, escapi ng per secuti on;
unfortunately, many never reached safe zones and died in the forests
fromgunfire, diseases, |lack of food and water, and exhaustion; and

VWHEREAS, |In Bosnia, there is an annual March for Peace in which
t housands of people walk on the routes that survivors once wal ked; with
this act, the Bosnian American Comunity Association renmenbers and
honors those who died and those who survived this horrible event; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Bosnian Anerican Community Association for hosting the 3rd
Annual Srebrenica Wal k, honoring and nenorializing the victins of the
Srebreni ca Genocide of July 11, 1995; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to the Bosnian American Conmunity Associ ation.



