Assenbl y Resol ution No. 2334
BY: M of A Jean-Pierre

COVMEMORATI NG t he 10t h Anni versary of the New York
St at e Def ender s Association's Veterans Defense
Pr ogram

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend illustrious organizations of the State of New York that have
made a substantial inpact on the lives of veterans and their famlies;
and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
coomend the Veterans Defense Program (VDP) of the New York State
Def enders Associ ati on (NYSDA) upon the occasion of its 10th Anniversary;
and

VWHEREAS, NYSDA's Executive Director Jonathan E. G adess and Board
Menmber Gary A, Horton identified the failure of our justice systemto
recogni ze veterans' service-related trauma and nental health conditions
and the need for treatnent rather than incarceration; and

WHEREAS, NYSDA founded the VDP in 2014, the first programof its
kind in the nation that has the goal of ensuring each veteran has an
effective advocate in New York's crimnal and famly courts; and

WHEREAS, The VDP started wth three enpl oyees and has grown to a
staff of four expert attorneys, three veteran case nmanagers, and an
experienced veteran program coordi nator; and

VWHEREAS, The VDP pronotes trauma-inforned representation of veterans
and service menber s by providing substantial |egal assistance,
mtigation, and ¢training to public defense attorneys representing
veterans involved in the crimnal and fam |y court systens and offering
treatment referrals and peer-to-peer nentoring to justice-involved
vet er ans; and

WHEREAS, The VDP has hel ped nmany justice-involved veterans to be
diverted into treatnent while sparing veterans from incarceration and
connecti ng them to treatnent, leading to famly restoration and
meani ngful re-integration into their communities; and

WHEREAS, The VDP has trai ned hundreds of defense attorneys, |udges,
prosecutors, and other nenbers of New York's crimnal and famly courts
about mlitary culture and cul tural conpet ency, t rauma-i nf or med
representation, and the effects of Post-Traumatic Stress D sorder,
Traumatic Brain Injury, Mlitary Sexual Trauma, and other conditions;
and

VWHEREAS, The VDP staff have dedicated thenselves to providing
services to inprove the lives of justice-involved veterans; and



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 10th Anniversary of the Veterans Defense Program

recognizing its crucial role in inproving and strengthening the |lives of
justice-involved veterans and their famlies; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the New York State Defenders Association's Veterans

Def ense Program



