Assenbly Resol uti on No. 2242
BY: M of A Lee

HONORI NG Don B. Lee post humously for his
contributions to the Asian American conmunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmmunities and the great
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Don B. Lee was born in Hong Kong in 1959 and inmgrated to
New York City at the age of 10 years old, growing up in Mnhattan's
Chi natown; he attended P.S. 130 and Seward Park Hi gh School; and

WHEREAS, W rking at Hop Lee restaurant in Chinatown to support

hi nsel f, Don B. Lee earned his degree from New York University; aspiring
to becone a public servant for New York GCty, he started hi s
pr of essi onal car eer wor ki ng under four di fferent mayor al
adm ni strations, where he automated operations for the Myor's office,
created a new nmanagenent system for the Fulton Fish Market, and vastly
I ncreased small and nedi um busi ness access to city contracts through
automating a Bid-Match Program for the Departnent of Business Services;
and

VWHEREAS, Shifting his focus to healthcare, Don B. Lee served as
Chief Information O ficer for the South Manhattan Heal t hcare Network; he
transfornmed the |IT systens of Bellevue Hospital Center and other
significant institutions in the conmunity network, inproved service to
t housands of users across facilities, and also aided the Coalition of
Asi an American | PA, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, Truly devoted to his conmmunity and never forgetting his
roots, Don B. Lee had a passion for conmmunity activism throughout his
life, he advocated for the dignity and rights of Asian Anericans and
called for wder scales of justice; he served on his |local community
board, then rose to the occasion to protest for transportation access
for Asian Anerican community during the Grand Street Subway closure in
1995; and

VWHEREAS, After the tragedy of Septenber 11, 2001, Don B. Lee raised
support for Chinatown businesses and served as a liaison in connecting
| ocal businesses with FEMA; and

VWHEREAS, Exenplifying his |love for Asian American representati on and
Chi nese cooking, a significant victory of Don B. Lee's advocacy was
changing the law to support Chinatown street vendors to receive |licenses
and fight against unfair treatnment; and

VWHEREAS, Del vi ng into research about the diets of Chinese
Transcontinental Railroad workers, Don B. Lee present ed cooki ng
denonstrations at Railroad commenorations around the country; and



VWHEREAS, Tirelessly supporting his comunity through the Covid-19
Pandemic, Don B. Lee woirked to ensure hate crines against Asian
Anmeri cans were naned and prosecuted accordingly; and

WHEREAS, Under his abl e | eadership, Honecrest Community Services, a
non-profit organi zation, serves inmgrant seniors and their famlies in
Sout h Brooklyn; he carried the role as the organi zation's Board Char for
over 20 years; and

WHEREAS, Don B. Lee's reach in helping the community is remarkable
and he worked endl essly to provide services and advocate for the rights
of the disadvantaged communities, from setting up health fairs, to
| eading rallies, to delivering hot neals to nenbers during the Covid-19
Pandem c; and

WHEREAS, His work inpacting countless famlies and individuals,
Honecrest Comunity Services established three centers that covered a
wi de area of South Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS, Wth him throughout have been his wfe, Lai, and his
daughter, Victoria, both of whom have felt privileged to have been a
part of his |ife and rejoice in his achievenents; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s of such outstanding acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be recognized by all the citizens of this great
Enmpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Don B. Lee posthunously for his contributions to the Asian
American community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Don B. Lee.



