Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 2240
BY: M of A Mher

COMVENDI NG  Trooper Andrew M Gga upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of the
Superi ntendent's Comendati on Award on May 16, 2024

WHEREAS, Law enforcenent officers fromthe State of New York put
their lives on the line every day for the citizens of this great Enpire
State; and

WHEREAS, The quality and sanctity of comrunity |ife are cherished
val ues, worthy of safeguarding, and this Legislative Body is noved to
honor those individuals who serve to preserve and protect such val ues,
| audi ng particularly their unwavering courage and dedication in the
daily performance of their duties; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Trooper Andrew M G ga upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the Superintendent's Conmendation Award to be cel ebrated at
the New York State Police 48th Annual Superintendent's Comendation and
Awards Day Cerenony at the State Police Acadeny in Al bany, New York, on
Thur sday, May 16, 2024; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those distinguished officers who woul d devote thenselves to public
service, denonstrating great courage and diligence in providing for the
care and welfare of the citizens of their comunities and this great
Enpire State; it is appropriate to recognize and comrend outstandi ng | aw
enf or cenent officers, such as Andrew M Guga, for their valued
contributions to the community; and

VWHEREAS, Andrew M G ga, of Mntgonery, New York, has been a nenber
of the New York State Police, Troop F, Community Stabilization Unit, in
M ddl et owmn, New York, since March 28, 2016; and

VWHEREAS, On July 9, 2023, the M ddletown area was hit by a sudden
torrential downpour of rain; a storm system hovered over parts of
Orange, Rockland, and Westchester Count i es, delivering hi storic
rainfall; in only three hours, approximately nine inches of rain had
fallen on the ground that was already saturated from previous
precipitation; and

WHEREAS, Flash flooding occurred in nultiple areas, washi ng away
houses and stranding notorists; the 9-1-1 centers in Orange and Rockl and
Counties were inundated with calls from distressed and panic-stricken
victims who were trapped in their vehicles after parts of the roadway
wer e washed away; sone individuals were fortunate enough to abandon
their vehicles before the water swept theminto the nearby forest; and

VWHEREAS, Troopers Andrew M G ga and Jason R Cole, both Troop F K9
menbers, responded to the dispatched calls; fire departnents and EMS



teans also arrived on the scene; wth a deluge still adding to the
fl oodwaters, the officers observed approximately 20 vehicles and the

victims, ranging from children to the elderly, in the water on the
roadway, now reaching a height of approximately three feet; and

WHEREAS, Fastening nmultiple long dog |eashes and rope together,
Andrew M G ga constructed a rescue |ine which was approxinmately 100
feet long; tying it to the back of Trooper Cole's police pickup truck
and wal ki ng through the water to fasten it to the guiderail on the
roadway, he provided a lifeline for the stranded victins; and

VWHEREAS, Gathering small groups, the two officers reassured and
guided the 25 notorists to safety shortly before additional sections of
the road collapsed, allow ng several vehicles to be swept into the tree
line; both troopers remained with the traumatized individuals while EM
per sonnel eval uated them and executed a plan of transport and care; and

WHEREAS, Despite the crisis and threat to human life, both troopers
remai ned cal mwhil e nmaki ng several radio transm ssions; Trooper Andrew
M G ga had typed only three sentences on his incident report, never
seeki ng prai se or acknow edgenent for his actions that day; and

VWHEREAS, Supervisors of Troop F Zone 2 and the nedia | earned of the
courage and professionalismof these two outstanding officers, |eading
to the dissem nation of the story through nunerous news agencies and
interviews; upholding the finest traditions and standards of the New
York State Police, they should be commended for their bravery,
prof essionalism and humlity; and

VWHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York, there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their commtnent and dedication,
command the respect and admration of their conmunity for their
exenpl ary contributions and service on behalf of others; Andrew M @G ga
should be enbraced with admration and respect by a grateful citizenry;
and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated public servants who wunselfishly devote their lives to the
preservation of order and the protection of others are worthy and due
full praise for their conmtnment and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Trooper Andrew M G ga upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the Superintendent's Comrendati on Award; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Trooper Andrew M G ga.



