Assenbly Resol ution No. 2191
BY: M of A. Buttenschon

COMVEMORATI NGt he 50th Anniversary of Myda
Li ghting

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
achi evenent s of those individuals and businesses that contribute
substantially to the economc vitality of their comunities, thereby
enhancing the econom c well-being of the entire Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 50th Anniversary of Myda Lighting, of Yorkville, New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, In UWica, New York, in 1974, Myer and Ida Cohen
est abl i shed Meyda Lighting, crafting stained glass w ndows, an idea that
was inspired by Ida's request for her husband to construct one to bl ock
the view of their neighbor's vintage cars; the request cane into
fruition due to the talent of the nmaster craftsman and i nventor coupled
Wi th the business sense of a natural businesswonman; and

WHEREAS, Meyda, the conbination of both spouses' nanes, quickly
changed and expanded through the decades; only one year after its
I nception, Meyda Lighting opened its first retail outlet and sunmer
studio on the porch of the Cohens' home in A d Forge; and

WHEREAS, | n 1976, operations were expanded by converting a one-stal
garage into a storefront, serving as a winter studio; after relocating
the business to the downtown district of Uica in 1979, the Cohens
manuf act ured stained gl ass | anps, w ndows, and dUcor; and

VWHEREAS, By the 1980s, Meyer and |da Cohen's son, Robert, joined the
busi ness whi ch commenced t he producti on and di stribution of
Tiffany-style lanps and lighting fixtures; by 1985, the conpany required
a larger facility; and

WHEREAS, Expanding again in 1992, Meyda Lighting acquired the
Quality Bent d ass Conpany, and two years later, Meyda Tiffany rel ocated
its national headquarters and manufacturing facilities to Yorkville,
tripling in size to nore than 60,000 square feet; and

WHEREAS, By the end of the 1990s, Meyda Lighting acquired a netal
art fabricator based in Utica, |launching two new collections; at the
begi nning of the new mllennium the Fused 3 ass Collection was added to
t he conpany's growi ng array of creations; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2008, Meyda Custom Lighting was |aunched, and the
world's largest freestanding LED chandelier was constructed for the
Stanl ey Theatre in Utica; the follow ng year, the netal |ighting program
was expanded with the acquisition of 2nd Ave Lighting, focusing on
bespoke lighting for commercial and residential projects; and



WHEREAS, From its hunble beginning until today, Meyda Lighting has
drastically expanded and changed; however, its commtnent to the

community has always been part of the conpany's success; this lucrative
busi ness has been quite benevolent to State University of New York's
Pol yt echni ¢ students, providing its facilities for their use; and

WHEREAS, Over the past decade, Meyda Lighting has contributed nore
than $1 million to local and national <charities to support numerous
causes, including healthcare, education, and social welfare; and

WHEREAS, It is with great pride that Meyer and |Ida Cohen, along with
their dedicated workers, celebrate this mlestone 50th Anniversary and
anticipate many nore years of success for generations to cone; and

VWHEREAS, The progression of Meyda Lighting is in direct correlation
to the efforts of its owners and enpl oyees, whose involvenent is, and
al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridl ed
enthusiasm and an wunconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors on behal f of the business and the comunity it serves; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
acknow edges this exceptional business, its contributions to the | ocal
and State economes, and its vibrant role in inproving the quality of
life inits community, fully confident that it will continue to enjoy
the sparkling success it has experienced thus far; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of Meyda Lighting; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Meyda Lighting.



