Assenbly Resol uti on No. 2162
BY: M of A Jones

CONGRATULATING Jim MKenna, CEO of the Regi onal
O fice of Sustainable Tourism upon the occasion of
hi s retirement after nore than 40 vyears of
di stingui shed service at the helmof various | ocal
tourismcouncils and offices

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those distinguished citizens of this great Enpire State who have
devoted thenselves to faithfully serving the best interests of their
comunity and the needs of its residents; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Ji m McKenna, CEO of the Regional Ofice of Sustainable
Tourism upon the occasion of his retirenent after nore than 40 years of
di stingui shed service at the hel mof various |local tourismcouncils and
of fices; and

VWHEREAS, Born in New York City, Jim MKenna, 72, graduated from
Mount Assunption H gh School in Plattsburgh in 1970 and, after coll ege,
noved to Lake Placid to operate Newran Opera House, a country, rock and
bl ues club, with a college friend; they sold the club in 1979; and

VWHEREAS, Ji m McKenna first pitched the Lake Placid Convention Bureau
to the North El ba Town Council in the fall of 1981, as a way to nmaintain
the village's tourism nonmentum followng the end of the 1980 A ynpic
Wnter Ganes; the follow ng year, the bureau was given $35,000 by the
town and he was hired as one if its two enpl oyees; and

VWHEREAS, Approximately five years |later, the convention bureau
combi ned with the Lake Pl acid Chanber of Commerce to create the Lake
Placid Visitors Bureau, which then turned into the Lake Pl aci d- Essex
County Visitors Bureau in 1990; and

VWHEREAS, During this time, in addition to being in charge of the
bureau, Jim MKenna served on nany of the major boards in the area,
gi ving hi m profound knowl edge and a chance to network throughout the
county; he subsequently became a big force not only in Lake Pl acid,
North El ba, Essex County, and the State of New York, but also in the
i nternational sports community; and

WHEREAS, In 2010, the bureau renaned itself as the Regional Ofice
of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST) to signal its commtnent to tourism
across the region, not just Lake Placid, as well as its newfound
enphasi s on sustainable tourismand its community-first approach; and

VWHEREAS, Under the able | eadership of Ji mMKenna, ROOST focused on
building up the region for its year-round occupants and avoiding
overcrowding, while still making the econony and i nfrastructure
conducive to tourism and



VWHEREAS, The nost prom nent conponent of Jim McKenna's conmunity
support in recent years has been his advocacy for Conmunity Tourism

Enhancenent Funds; one of his major visionary acconplishnents is the
devel opnment of the occupancy tax as a dedicated revenue stream to fund
these vital initiatives; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, by transferring responsibility for these
expenses from |l ocal taxpayers to visitors, Jim MKenna ensured a |evel
of financial stability that was necessary for Essex County's success,
and he paved the way for other inportant initiatives, including the CTEF
whi ch has supported conmunity betternent projects necessary for tourism
growt h; and

VWHEREAS, Ji m McKenna was al so instrunental in the creation of North
El ba's Local Enhancenent and Enhancenent Fund grants, which help fund
| ocal organizations such as the Adirondack Film Society, John Brown
Li ves! and the Adirondack Sports Council, where he is the chairman of
the board of directors; under Jims direction, ROOST received a New York
State Tourism Excellence Award for its work with CTEF in July of 2023;
and

VWHEREAS, For decades, Ji m McKenna has been the face and voice for
Adi r ondack tourism he has been instrunmental in supporting and
preserving the region's winter sports |egacy, and pronoting the areas
i ncredi ble year-round events and attractions that welcome visitors from
around the world; he spearheaded the Adirondack Sports Council, which
organi zed the 2023 FISU Wnter Wrld University Ganes; and

WHEREAS, Through his dedication and tireless efforts, Jim MKenna
has hel ped nmake Lake Placid and its surrounding community a place where
famlies want to live, tourists want to visit, and businesses want to
| ocate; his unwavering commitnent, as well as his wllingness and
ability to wunderstand and respond to the concerns of its people, have
made a substantial contribution to the betternent of this conmunity; and

WHEREAS, For nore than 40 vyears, Jim MKenna rendered faithful
conscientious and valuable service to his community, truly earning the
adm ration, esteemand affection of his coll eagues; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the occurrence of such a conpassionate
blending of strength, |eadership, intellect, and commtnent as that
denonstrated by Jim McKenna over a lifetinme of sacrifice and dedication
to others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Ji m McKenna upon the occasion of his retirement, and to
wish himwell in all his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Ji m McKenna.



