Assenbly Resol uti on No. 2127
BY: M of A Raga

COVMEMORATI NG the 199th Anniversary of Bolivian
| ndependence Day to be cel ebrated on August 6, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in Kkeeping wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
cormenorate the 199th Anniversary of Bolivian | ndependence Day to be
cel ebrated on August 6, 2024; and

WHEREAS, Bolivian | ndependence Day is cel ebrated annually on August
6th, comrenorating the signing of a Declaration of |Independence from
Spai n on August 6, 1825, after approximtely 300 years of Spanish rule;
and

VWHEREAS, The Bolivian War of |Independence |asted from 1809-1825,
I nvol ving the regions of Peru, Upper Peru, the Colonies, and Spain; in
1817, the Viceroyalty of Peru retained power over these regions; and

VWHEREAS, General Sinon Bolivar began to free Col onbia and Venezuel a
from Spain's power; in 1822, he conmm ssioned Antonio Jose de Sucre to
aid in the Battle of Pichincha in the region of Ecuador; together, they
defeated Spanish forces in various battles, victoriously securing
I ndependence for Peru; and

VWHEREAS, Nearly one year later, in tribute to General Sinon Bolivar,
t he Republic of Bolivia was founded on August 6, 1825; and

VWHEREAS, To honor the triunphs of both General Sinon Bolivar and
Antoni o Jose de Sucre, a new Constitutional Congress was established,
and both courageous nmen served as Bolivia's first and second Presidents,
respectively; and

VWHEREAS, Sonme of these traditions include EIl Gito de Libertad,
known as the Cry of Freedom conmencing with the ringing of bells at
m dni ght and congregati ons of Bolivians chanting, "Viva Bolivia!" ("Long
live Bolivial!") throughout the towns; and

VWHEREAS, Customary fol k dances, which display reverence to Bolivia's
roots, European influences, and African heritage, are perforned; the
m xture of custons, |anguages, and societies of many cultures, including
the Aymara, Quechua, Afro-Bolivian, and Mestizo peoples, are honored by
t he Bolivian popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, Bolivian |Independence Day affords the Bolivian-Anmerican
comunity an opportunity to honor and celebrate the culture and
traditions which have been introduced to New York State; through



nunerous festivities, these proud people share their cel ebratory
practices with other comunities within the State; and

WHEREAS, In New York State, Bolivians express their fol klore and
traditions through carnivals, fireworks, and the Hi spanic Day Parade;
dance groups denonstrate ancient tales and |egends through their
per formances; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, food, art, clothing, and nusic portray
Bolivia's rich heritage; the Bonbin hat, Caporales dance, Mestizo
Baroque art, Saltenas enpanadas, and Zanpona flute are represented at
nuner ous events and cel ebrations in New York City; and

VWHEREAS, Bolivia's contributions to our great State of New York are
i nval uabl e and shoul d be cheri shed and extolled; it is the
congl oneration of many different cultures that nakes this State and this
Nati on so uni que and exceptional; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to recognize such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 199th Anniversary of Bolivian |[|ndependence Day to be
cel ebrated on August 6, 2024; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the esteened Bolivian organizations in the State of New
Yor k.



