Assenbl y Resol ution No. 2124
BY: M of A Levenberg

COVMEMORATI NG the 10th Anniversary of the Lincoln
Depot Miuseum

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
of life of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly enriched by
its exceptional cultural, educational and recreational institutions; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 10th Anniversary of the Lincoln Depot Mseum to be
celebrated with a cerenony on Saturday, April 27, 2024; additionally,
| ater in the year, an Anniversary Reception will be held on Saturday,
Sept enber 21, 2024; and

VWHEREAS, Located by Peekskill Bay on the east bank of the Hudson
Ri ver, The Lincoln Depot Museumis a 3,000 square foot freight and
passenger rail depot where President-elect Abraham Lincoln stopped to
greet New Yorkers on February 19, 1861 during his inaugural train ride
between Springfield, Illinois and Washi ngton, DC.; and

WHEREAS, This historic event still resonates today as an inspiration
to the study of local history and historic preservation; it resulted in
the formation of the Lincoln Society in Peekskill in 1903, which

continues to be the oldest continually active such society in the United
States; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, the National Park Service highlighted the
i mportance of Lincoln's Peekskill stop in 2011 when Peekskill was
included as one of their few reenacted events comrenorating the 150t h
Anni versary of Lincoln's |naugural Journey; and

VWHEREAS, The historic building was acquired in 2003, and the Lincoln
Depot Foundati on was established in 2007 with the goal to restore the
Depot as a nuseum that would illumnate and celebrate Lincoln's
relationship to New York and to New Yorkers before and during the Givi
War; and

WHEREAS, Renenbering and recounting Lincoln's ties to Peekskill has
speci al resonance for those who treasure the history of the Hudson
Valley as well as lovers of Civil War history; and

VWHEREAS, Uilizing New York State grants, the Lincoln Depot
Foundati on was able to reach their goal and a new structure, the Lincoln
Depot Visitor's Center, was conpleted in 2019; the Visitor's Center
houses the nuseum offices, additional exhibits, a small gift shop and an
open neeting roomto hold events; and

VWHEREAS, New on display for 2024, the nuseumis exhibit, "New York
and Abraham Li ncol n: The I ndi spensabl e Rel ati onship," not only shows the
I npact of Lincoln to Peekskill and the Hudson Valley region, but to New



York as a whole; the inportance of New York to Lincoln's success is also
highlighted; it is the only such nmuseumin the entire state and has
gai ned national attention and interest; and

WHEREAS, Under the able | eadership of its President, John G Testa,
the museum project was recognized by The Anerican |Institute of
Architects W th their Design Award and naned "Best Miseum in
West chester” by Westchester Magazi ne; and

VWHEREAS, Remmining true to its mssion, the Lincoln Depot Miseum
expl ores, renenbers, and educates audi ences about the role |local history
pl ayed on the national stage; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Lincoln Depot Miseumis in direct
correlation to the efforts of its dedicated staff and board, whose
i nvolvenent is, and always has been, characterized by an inpressive
comm tment, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom sing standard of
excellence in all endeavors on behalf of the organization and the
comunity it serves; and

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Legislative Body that when
institutions of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be recogni zed and appl auded by all the <citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 10th Anniversary of the Lincoln Depot Museumy and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable John G Testa, President of the Lincoln
Depot Miuseum



