Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 2051
BY: M of A Mher

CONGRATULATI NG  Honor Flight Network wupon the
occasi on of serving over 20,000 veterans in 2023

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so faithfully and courageously in wars in which our
Nation's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
during peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body;
and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be missing
in action; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratul ate the
nati onal honor flight network for serving over 20,000 veterans in 2023,
taking themon the flight of a lifetinme, including ten honor flight hubs
In the great state of New York which will be celebrated as part of Honor
Fl i ght Day on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Al bany; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body gives special recognition to Patri ot
Flight, a |l ocal chapter of Honor Flight, who on this day, Wadnesday,
April 17, wll serve it's 2,000th veteran as part of their honor flight
program taking off out of the Capital Region; and

VWHEREAS, Honor Flights are an opportunity to recogni ze and thank the
Aneri cans who secured our freedom by bringing them to the Nation's
capital to see the nenorials that comenorate their service, giving them
a hero's wel cone every step of the way; and

VWHEREAS, Established in 2005 by Jeff MIler and Earl Morse, Honor
Flight Network is a national nonprofit organization conprised of
i ndependent hubs working together to achi eve the Honor Flight m ssion;
our Nation's neritorious veterans always travel free of charge, thanks
to generous donations to this vital non-profit organization; and

WHEREAS, Participation in an Honor Flight trip gives veterans the
opportunity to share this nomentous occasion wth other conrades,
renenber the fallen, and share their stories and experiences w th other
vet erans; and

VWHEREAS, Currently, Honor Flight Network commends those who served
during Wrld War 11, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and veterans of
any service era who are critically ill; and

VWHEREAS, Each year, the Honor Flight Network hel ps make it possible
for veterans to travel to Wshington D.C; since its inception
approxi mately 275,000 veterans fromall services from nore than 130
| ocati ons across the country have taken the flight of a lifetine; and



WHEREAS, In New York State alone, nore than 5,000 nenbers of our
armed services have fulfilled their wsh of visiting our Nation's

capital and all its sites and nenorials honoring our country's great
hi story; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Honor Flight Network is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its Chief Executive Director Meredith
Rosenbeck, her staff, and countless volunteers, whose involvenent is,
and al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive comitnent, an
unbridled enthusiasm and an unconproni sing standard of excellence in
all endeavors on behalf of the institution and the community it serves;
and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited their patriotismboth at honme and abroad,
t hese brave nen and wonen of our mlitary have denonstrated their |ove
for their country and merit forevernore, the highest respect of their
State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, The dedi cated vol unteers and organi zers of New York State's
hubs whi ch include: Honor Flight Long Island, Big Apple Honor Flight,
Hudson Val | ey Honor Flight, Patriot Flight Al bany, Leatherstocking Honor
Flight, Honor Flight Syracuse, Twin Tiers Honor Flight, Buffal o Honor
Fl i ght, Honor Flight Rochester, and North Country Honor Flight, deserve
just praise and recognition by all citizens of this great State and
Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ating Honor Flight Network upon the occasion of serving over
20, 000 veterans in 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Meredith Rosenbeck, Chief Executive Oficer, Honor Flight
Net wor k, and each of the ten honor flight hubs in the State of New YorKk.



