Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 2040
BY: M of A Lupardo

COMVEMORATI NG the 100t h Annual New York & Bernuda
Li ons Convention, May 3-5, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those renowned organi zations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100t h Annual New York & Bernuda MD-20 Lions Convention
May 3-5, 2024, at the Double Tree Hotel in Binghanton, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The International Association of Lions C ubs began as the
dream of Chicago businessman Melvin Jones; he believed that | ocal
busi ness clubs should expand their horizons from purely professional
concerns to the betternent of their comunities and the world at |arge;
and

WHEREAS, After contacting simlar groups around the United States,
an organi zational neeting was held on June 7, 1917 in Chicago, I|llinois;
the new group took the nane of one of the invited groups, the
"Associ ation of Lions Cubs"; and

WHEREAS, Just three years after its formation, the association
becanme international when the first club in Canada was established in
1920; mmj or international expansion continued as clubs were established,
particularly throughout Europe, Asia and Africa during the 1950s and
60s; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1925, Helen Keller addressed the Lions international
convention in Cedar Point, Chio, challenging Lions to beconme "kni ghts of
the blind in the crusade agai nst darkness"; since this tine, Lions clubs
have been actively involved in service to the blind and visually
I npai red; and

VHEREAS, Br oadeni ng its I nt er nati onal rol e, Li ons Cl ubs
International helped the United Nations form the Non-CGovernnental
Organi zations sections in 1945, and continues to hold consultative
status with the U N ; and

WHEREAS, In addition to sight prograns, Lions Clubs International is
committed to providing services for youth, and also works to inprove the
environnment, build hones for the disabl ed, support diabetes education,
conduct hearing prograns and, through their foundation, provide disaster
relief around the world; and

VWHEREAS, Since its inception, Lions Clubs International has grown to
include 1.3 mllion nmen and wonen in approxi mately 45,000 clubs | ocated
i n 202 countries and geographi c areas; and



VWHEREAS, The first Lions Cub in New York State was the Herald
Square Lions Club fornmed late in 1917; the oldest existing club in New

York is the Rochester Lions Cub chartered in 1921; New York was
originally a part of a large D strict which included New York, New
Jersey, Del aware and Maryl and; and

WHEREAS, In 1922, New York State split fromthe other states to
become District 20, and the first New York State Convention was held in
1925; since then, as nenbership continued to grow, the State was divi ded
into sub-districts beginning with four in 1938-39, and growing to the 11
whi ch exit today; and

VWHEREAS, Bernuda becane a part of New York State Lions in 1968; New
York was chosen because Bernuda could not reach the m ninum requirenent
for a District on their own and the min US. port of entry for
Bermudi ans into the United States was New York; and

WHEREAS, In addition to the International initiatives supporting
relief and/or cures for sight, hunger, diabetes, childhood cancer and
the environment, the Lions of New York State support four nmjor
proj ects: Lions Canp Badger which runs sumer canpi ng prograns for
differently abled individuals aged 12 and up during 6 different sumrer
sessions; Lions SEE (Screening Eyes Early) which is a free vision
screening programtargeting children from6 nonths to 6 years of age and
screening for Anblyopia; the Alert Foundation which provides energency
suppl i es and equi prent to comrunities throughout New York State who fal
victim to natural disasters; and the New York State & Bermuda Lions
Foundati on which rai ses funds to support various projects in the Lions
clubs' comunities through grant assistance; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Annual New York & Bernuda Lions Convention; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Lions O ubs of New York and Bernuda, Inc.



