Assenbl y Resol ution No. 202
BY: M of A Seawi ght

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 2023, as Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness
Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to i ncrease awareness of conditions
that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Gover nor Kat hy Hochul to proclaim March 2023, as
Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness Month in the State of New York, in
conjunction wth the observance of National Devel opnmental Disabilities
Awar eness Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, | ndividuals with devel opnental disabilities live, work, and
vol unteer in every nei ghborhood of this great Enpire State; they are
famly nmenbers, friends, nei ghbors, co- wor ker s, teammates and
cl assmat es; and

VWHEREAS, The communities of New York State are strongest when every
resident is fully able to share his or her gifts and talents; and

VWHEREAS, |n 1987, President Ronald Reagan first proclainmed the nonth
of March as Developnmental Disabilities Awareness Month and cal |l ed upon
Anmericans everywhere to provide the encouragenent and opportunities
necessary so that people with devel opnental disabilities can reach their
hi ghest potential; and

WHEREAS, Despite the many positive changes in societal attitude,
wor kpl ace and educational culture, health care, avail able resources, and
know edge concerning people wth developnental disabilities, much
remains to be done to address the preval ence of negative stereotypes,
lingering msinformation, and subsequent discrimnation and barriers
some of these vulnerable citizens face; and

WHEREAS, During Developnmental Disabilities Awareness Month, New
Yorkers are encouraged to recognize the abilities of all people, and to
take tinme to get to know sonme of the 300,000 New Yorkers with
devel opnental disabilities; and

WHEREAS, It 1is «crucial that i ndi vi dual s W th devel opnent al
disabilities have access to the resources which allowthemto live
secure, fulfilling lives, including education, housing, enploynent, and

recreational activities; and

WHEREAS, Qpportunities for citizens with devel opnental disabilities
to live as independently and productively as possible nust be fostered
t hroughout New York; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim March 2023, as

Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness Month in the State of New York; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



