Assenbly Resol uti on No. 2018
BY: M of A Mller

COVMEMORATI NG  the 100t h Anni versary of the
Durhanmville Fire Departnent to be celebrated on
April 7, 2024

WHEREAS, The brave firefighters of the Durhanmville Fire Departnent
are prepared to risk their lives every day to help save the lives of
others and to protect hones and property fromthe destruction caused by
fire; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition to the skill and devoted service denonstrated
by individual firefighters, the Durhanville Fire Departnent reflects the
hi story and devel opnent of firefighting over the past century; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to commenorate the 100th
Anni versary of the Durhanmville Fire Departnent and to honor its past and
present firefighting nenbers for 100 years of fire protection to the
citizens of Durhanville, New York and its surroundi ng conmunities; and

WHEREAS, Heeding the call after a local church fire, the Durhanville
Fire Departnent was founded on April 7, 1924; it was started by its
founders in a small one-roomstructure that still stands today, which is
| ocated across the street fromthe Durhanmville Post Ofice; and

WHEREAS, G owing from hunble beginnings of 30 menber s, t he
Durhanville Fire Departnent has since grown and in the late 1940s to
early 1950s, a new building was built on Church Street that has received
several additions over the years; and

VWHEREAS, The Durhanville Fire Departnment gradually built their
collection of equipnment, their first fire truck body was nmade by J.J.
Fl eih of Syracuse and their first fire truck chassis was a Reo Chassis
purchased from Foster Mdtor Sales of Oneida; in 1898, Frank Reynol ds and
Herman Keller started a novenent for a fire conpany, however, it failed
to devel op past the purchase of a hand punper and that was the first
pi ece of equi pnent used in the newy founded departnent; and

WHEREAS, Those in attendance for the first neeting were: Supervisor
A.H Mayer, Chairman; Prof. E.W C aus, Tenporary Secretary; Frank H.
Ernenwein, Fire Chief; Daniel J. Covell, Oneida Insurance Man; and J.H
Russel |, Foamite-Childs Organization Uica; at the end of this initial
gathering, Herman F. Keller was elected Fire Chief; A H Myer was
el ected President; Fred Ceisenhoff was el ected Vice President; Herman F.
Keller was el ected Treasurer; and l|astly, Stephen Ennis was elected
Secretary; and

WHEREAS, The current |eaders of the Durhanville Fire Departnent are:
Fire Chief, Eric WIlcox; Assistant Chief, Keith Brandis; President, Eric
Wlcox; Vice President, C. Tim Janmes; Board of Fire Conm ssioners
Chai rman, Robert Laurin; Board Secretary, Lori Stoffle; and



VWHEREAS, Thi s Legi sl ative Body cannot express sufficient gratitude
to those devoted individual s who recogni ze that the preservation of life

and property is a sacred responsibility and who nake that responsibility
their owm by serving as firefighters; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that we should
gi ve special recognition to those who work so assiduously for the
betterment of their communities, and acknow edge publicly the heroic
good works perfornmed by the volunteer fire departnments of this great
Enpire State, their officers and auxiliaries; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
proudly cormenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Durhanville Fire
Department to be celebrated on April 7, 2024; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Durhanville Fire Departnment Fire Chief and President
Eric WI cox.



