Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 2000
BY: M of A Alvarez

COMVENDI NG the Bronx Zoo upon the occasion of
kicking off its 125th Anniversary celebration on
April 18, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the
continuing welfare of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly
enriched and reliably served by the purposeful endeavors of those
organi zations within our mdst that strive to enhance the quality of
life in their communities by pronoting wildlife conservation, science,
and comrunity engagenent; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Bronx Zoo upon the occasion of kicking off its 125th
Anni versary cel ebration on Thursday, April 18, 2024; and

VWHEREAS, Planned festivities to celebrate this nonentous occasion
I ncl ude the opening of "Aninmal Chronicles,” an imersive new exhibit
whi ch | eads visitors through a quarter-m |l e ADA-accessible wal king trai
that includes 68 eco-scul ptures displayed across 13 scenes; each scene
tells the tale of how the zoo becane a leader in caring for aninmals,
saving endangered species, designing exhibits that connect people to
nature, and protecting wldlife around the world; and

WHEREAS, This opening event will feature an excl usive preview of the
new exhi bit and unveil a series of themed weekend activities cel ebrating
the Zoo's success stories in saving species over the past 125 years; al
will get a preview of weekend entertainment elenments including nusic,
dance performances, and wldlife puppetry; and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx Zoo, |ocated on 265 acres of hardwood forest in
t he Bronx, New York, opened on Novenber 8, 1899; it is world-renowned
for its |eadership in the areas of animal welfare, husbandry, veterinary
care, education, science, and conservation; and

WHEREAS, The zo0 is accredited by the Association of Zoos and
Aquariunms (AZA) and is the flagship park of the WIdlife Conservation
Society (WS) which nmnages the world' s largest netwrk of urban
wildlife parks including the Bronx Zoo, Central Park Zoo, Prospect Park
Zoo, Queens Zoo, and New York Aquarium and

VWHEREAS, The curators and animal care staff at the Bronx Zoo work
passionately and wunrelentingly to save, pr opagat e, and sust ain
popul ati ons of threatened and endangered species; this work is paranount
to maintaining biodiversity as these species often have an effect on
soil formation, deconposition, water filtration and flow, pollination,
pest control, climate regulation, and various other environnental
factors; and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx Zoo has educated and inspired nore than 400



mllion visitors at its zoos and aquariumsince its opening and host
approximately 4 mllion guests at its parks each year, including about a
hal f-mllion students annually; and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx Zoo is the largest youth enployer in the borough
of the Bronx, providing opportunities and help to transformlives in one
of the nost under-served conmmunities in the nation; the Bronx Zoo is the
subj ect of "THE ZOO " a docuseries aired world-wide on Aninmal Planet;
and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx Zoo, wth over 125 years of proud history and
pur poseful endeavors, remains today as a preemnent exanple of our
understanding of, and appreciation for, the precious wildlife which
conprise the bounty of nature and the beauty of our environnent; this
zoo has brought wuntold delight and wuseful know edge to mllions of
citizens and visitors from abroad; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
coormend the Bronx Zoo wupon the occasion of kicking off its 125th
Anni versary cel ebration on April 18, 2024; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Bronx Zoo.



