Assenbly Resol ution No. 133
BY: M of A @Gllahan

MOURNI NGt he death of Robert Crocker Howe,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Robert Crocker Howe was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Robert Crocker Howe, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Robert "Bob" Crocker Howe, a respected and positive force
in the Cortland community, local politics and at SUNY Cortl and, died on
Sunday, February 12, 2023, at the age of 75; and

WHEREAS, Born July 10, 1947 in Cortland, New York, Robert Crocker
Howe was the son of Robert E. Howe and Myrl Rose Crocker; he was al so
t he grandson of & yndon H Crocker, Sr., the fornmer Director of the J.C
Penney Co. and the founder of the Crescent Corset Co.; and

WHEREAS, Robert Crocker Howe received his Bachel or of Science degree
i n Business Admi nistration fromRi der University in Lawenceville, New
Jersey, and did post graduate work at Bernard Baruch College in New York
Cty; and

WHEREAS, A graduate of the Simmons School of Mrtuary Science in
Syracuse, Robert Crocker Howe served as a licensed funeral director in
New York State since 1976; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his life, Robert Crocker Howe worked in several
different capacities, including as an assistant buyer with J.C  Penney
and as a Real Estate Broker; he also worked for Fairchild & Meech, Inc.
Funeral Home in Syracuse, New York, and as an Assistant Mnager and
Supervi sor at C E. Chappell & Son; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnent to his
comunity, Robert Crocker Howe fornerly served as a Cortland County
Coroner and served as the Board of Elections Comm ssioner for Cortland
County since 1996; in 2002, he becanme the first Cortland County el ection
commi ssioner to serve as president of the New York State Association of
El ecti on Comm ssi oners; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, he served as the New York State El ection
Comm ssi oner Association's (ECA) 3rd Vice President in 2000, foll owed by
Its President in 2002; he also served as Region 5 Co-Chair from 2006 to
2011, and was a nenber of both the Executive Comnmttee and Legi sl ative
Comm ttee prior to 2006, as well as a constant contributor to "The



Reporter,"” ECA's newsletter; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Crocker Howe al so served for many years on the Board
of Directors of the 1890 House Miuseum and Center for the Victorian Arts,
the Cortland Rural Cenetery Foundation, and the Hospice Foundation of
Cortland County; he was an active nenber of the Honmer El ks and Cortl and
Rotary Club, as well as an Elder in the United Presbyterian Church; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Crocker Howe's long relationship with SUNY Cortl and
began when his nother earned her teaching certificate in elenmentary
education from the College in 1961; in honor of his nother's affection
for the College, he funded two SUNY Cortland scholarships in 1998, one
to assist a future educator and a second to help a |local student; and

WHEREAS, A nman of indomtable faith and generosity, Robert Crocker
Howe, al though he graduated from a different wuniversity, joined the
Cortland Coll ege Foundation Board of Directors in 1998; his experience,
| eader shi p and wi sdom hel ped the College lay a strong foundation for the
future; and

VWHEREAS, In the fall of 2006, Robert Crocker Howe | oaned a val uable
col | ection of antique European and Anerican porcelain and other
furni shings which had been in his famly for three generations to be
exhibited as "A Passion for Porcelain: The GCrocker Collection of
Decorative Arts," at Dowmd Gallery; he went on to donate the entire
collection, along wth many hone furnishings, to the Lynne Parks ' 68
SUNY Cortland Alumi House and nade substantial gifts to support the
gal lery; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Crocker Howe was a vigorous advocate for SUNY
Cortland' s educational m ssion, and his generosity places himanong the
Institution's top individual donors; he is survived by his famly, Ahned
Ebrahim Jeffrey Crocker, Joan M Sheridan, and Tracy Crocker; and

WHEREAS, Robert Crocker Howe's infinite selfl essness and benevol ence
will shine on through his famly's vivid and happy nenories; his insight
and strength w1l forever serve as a beacon of love, light and hope to
the countless lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Robert Crocker Howe | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing man; he wl|l
be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Robert Crocker Howe, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the fam|ly of Robert Crocker Howe.



