Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1060
BY: M of A. Bl ankenbush

HONORI NG Richard A. Duerr, Sr., upon the occasion
of his designation for special recognition after
many years of dedicated service to the Vol unteer
Fire Police Association of the State of New York

WHEREAS, Citizens across our State and Nation are inspired by and
i ndebted to our noble volunteer firefighters who exhibit courage and
bravery every day in the course of their duties; New York State
firefighters are renowned throughout the Nation; their reputation is
synonynmous with excellence in the arduous field of fire protection and
prevention; and

VWHEREAS, Vol unteer firefighters exenplify the power of human
conpassi on and the strength of the Anerican spirit through actions of
t he nost heroic magnitude; their sacrifices and their selfless
dedication nmerit tribute and recognition by all citizens of this great
country; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Ri chard A
Duerr, Sr., upon the occasion of his designation for special recognition
after many years of dedicated service to the Volunteer Fire Police
Associ ation of the State of New York (VFPASNY), to be celebrated at its
72nd Annual Convention at the Hilton Garden Inn, |located in Watertown,
New York, from April 25-28, 2024; and

WHEREAS, A resident of Canden, New York, Richard A "D ck" Duerr,
Sr., proudly served his country as a Communi cati ons Yeoman Second C ass
in the United States Navy from 1965-1969; and

VWHEREAS, Active in his comunity, R chard A Duerr, Sr., has
volunteered for 51 years of his life as a firefighter for the Canden
Vol unteer Fire Departnment where he has held the positions of Assistant
Chief, all business titles, and Fire Police Captain for 26 years;
additionally, he has been a nmenber of Anerican Legion Post No. 66 for 26
years; and

VWHEREAS, A Life Menber of the Volunteer Fire Police Association of
the State of New York, R chard A Duerr, Sr., serves as its current
President, the esteened position he previously held from 2013-15; he has
also served as the Association's Editor for the VFPASNY Newspaper and
Chairman with the Fire Police Sem nar; and

WHEREAS, As a dedi cated nenber of the Oneida County Volunteer Fire
Police Association, Richard A Duerr, Sr., has fulfilled the roles of
Past President, Life Menber, Oiginator of the Task Force, and Chaplain
of the Association, to nanme a few, furthernore, for three years, he has
been a part of the New York State Chaplains Association, conducting
various nenorial and funeral services; and

WHEREAS, For the Oneida County Volunteer Firefighters Association,



Richard A. Duerr, Sr., has been the Director fromthe Canden Vol unteer
Fire Departnent, Sergeant-at-Arns, and Chaplain; he is also a nenber of

the Firefighters Association of the State of New York (FASNY), teaching
a Fire Police Review class in nunerous counties of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, R chard A Duerr, Sr., has served his
comunity in nore personal ways, including acting as Santa Caus for
vari ous organizations and occasionally driving a school bus for Canden
Central School; and

VWHEREAS, Nunerous awards have been bestowed upon R chard A. Duerr,
Sr., over the years, including the George Wodnman Award for Excell ence,
seven President's Awards for Comunity and Fire Police Leadership,
VFPASNY Fire Police Oficer of the Year Award, and certificates and
pl aques for appreciation and recognition; he has also received a speci al
certificate for 50 years of service; and

VWHEREAS, A menber of the Volunteer Fire Police Association, Richard
A Duerr, Sr., has given freely and passionately of his tineg,
expertise, and know edge in furthering the training of volunteer fire
police throughout the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Richard A Duerr, Sr., has consistently denonstrated a
| evel of conmitnent, dedication, integrity, and professionalism which
truly exenplifies excellence in the volunteer service; he has given not
only of his tine and energies but also of his conpetence, intelligence,
and |eadership and consequently has been designated for special honor;
and

WHEREAS, Richard A. Duerr, Sr., was married to Nancy Jane (Cole)
Duerr until her death in 2016; one of his two sons, Richard Allan Duerr,
Jr., also passed in 2017; his other son, Robert, and two granddaughters
are anong the famly and friends who know this selfless firefighter and
feel privileged to be a part of his life, rejoicing in his achievenents;
and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
I ndi vidual for the benefit of others which Rchard AL Duerr, Sr., has
di spl ayed throughout his |life; and

WHEREAS, It takes a special dedication, a strong desire to help
others, and a tireless sense of conmunity to forsake precious tine wth
famly and friends to respond to the signal that a neighbor is in need;
Richard A. Duerr, Sr., is such a firefighter; throughout his years of
devoted service, this volunteer heroically perforned, above and beyond
the call of duty, those responsibilities which define the task of fire
protection; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Richard A. Duerr, Sr., upon the occasion of his designation for
special recognition after many years of dedicated service to the
Vol unteer Fire Police Association of the State of New York; and be it
further



RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Richard A. Duerr, Sr., President, Volunteer Fire Police
Associ ation of the State of New York.



