Assenbly Resol ution No. 104
BY: M of A Gallagher

MOURNI NG  the deat h of Irene Klenmentow cz,
di stingui shed citizen, environnentalist, and bel oved
comunity hero

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose Ilifework and civic endeavors
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Irene Kl enentowi cz of G eenpoint, Brooklyn, New York, died
on January 20, 2023, at the age of 94; and

VWHEREAS, Born in the Bronx, New York on January 8, 1929, Irene
Klenentow cz noved to G eenpoint, Brooklyn, where she and her husband
Leon raised their four children and established a famly business in
1959; and

VWHEREAS, I rene Klenentow cz quickly immersed herself in the
G eenpoi nt community by becomng a trustee of the church and nenber of
the St. Anne's Society; and

WHEREAS, During this tinme, the Brooklyn nei ghborhoods of G eenpoint
and WIIlianmsburg, New York were sites of heavy industry, including the
refinement and distribution of oil, manufacturing involving toxic
chem cals, and the transfer of waste throughout the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries; and

WHEREAS, In the 1960s, Irene Klenmentow cz noticed the black soot
froma nearby incinerator that polluted the community's air, as well as
the noxious fumes from a nearby chem cal plant, and was notivated to
nobi | i ze a grassroots novenent across the nei ghborhood to advocate for a
cl eaner and nore heal thful environnent for the neighborhood' s famlies
and children; and

WHEREAS, Successful efforts to help the environnent executed by
Irene Klementowicz resulted in the closure of the G eenpoint incinerator
in 1994, the upgrading of a sewage treatnent plant, the renoval of a
sl udge tank, the installation of pollution controls on exhaust stacks of
chem cal nmanufacturers, and zoning controls to appropriately site
industrial activities at a safe distance from residential conmunities
and school s; and

WHEREAS, The grow ng |ocal environmentalist conmunity organi zed by
I rene Kl enmentow cz fought back against Geenpoint's and WIIlianmsburg's
st at uses as t he New York City neighborhoods wth the highest
concentrations of waste transfer stati ons, ai rbor ne | ead, and
manuf acturers storing or using toxic chemcals; and

WHEREAS, Continued devotion from Irene Kl enmentowicz to create a
robust environnentalist novenent eventually resulted in successful |egal



action in 2007 agai nst ExxonMobil and other large oil conpanies for
spilling an estimated 30 mllion barrels of oil into G eenpoint and

Newt own Creek, and the declaration of such oil spill as a federal
Superfund site; and

WHEREAS, Irene Klenentowi cz's dedication to environnental advocacy
| aid the foundation for a safer and cl eaner neighborhood in Brooklyn,
New York, and the surrounding communities which have been enjoyed by
generations of residents in the decades since this courageous wonan
first began to organize for nore sanitary comunity conditions; and

VWHEREAS, Irene Klenentowicz's infinite selflessness and benevol ence
will shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenories; her insight
and strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, light and hope to
the countless |ives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of

conpassion, Irene Klenentowi cz | eaves behind a | egacy which wll |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al

who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazi ng worman; she
will be deeply missed and truly nmerits the grateful tribute of this

Legi sl ative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Irene Kl enmentowicz, and to express its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Irene Kl enentow cz.



