Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1014
BY: M of A. Buttenschon

HONORING the legacy of James Blackshear and
commenorating the 15th Annual Janes Bl ackshear
Menorial Prayer Luncheon on April 4, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body to publicly
recogni ze those extraordinary individuals who have nade contributions to
the cultural enrichnment of the State of New York, and to the success and
progress of society during their life's work; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
the legacy of Janes Blackshear and conmenorate the 15th Annual Janes
Bl ackshear Menorial Prayer Luncheon on Thursday, April 4, 2024, at Cub
Monarch in Yorkville, New York; and

WHEREAS, Janes Bl ackshear, a native of Utica, New York, received his
bachelor's degree fromthe State University of New York (SUNY) Institute
of Technol ogy; and

VWHEREAS, As the chief financial officer of Hope Chapel for 20 of his
40 years of nenbership, Janes Blackshear served wth unwavering
comm t nent and dedi cation; he also joined the United States Navy from
1967 to 1971, and was | ater enployed by UN VAC, and

WHEREAS, Janes Bl ackshear served as the Executive Director of the
Cosnopolitan Center for 22 years where he diligently worked to
positively inpact his community; and

WHEREAS, A testanent to community invol venent, Janes Bl ackshear was
chairman of the Uica Human Rel ati ons Commi ssion, a comm ssioner of the
New York State Ofice of Parks, Recreation and H storic Preservation, a
menber of the African-Anerican Coalition of Oneida County, and the Utica
Mnority Coalition; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Bl ackshear has denonstrated a belief in conmunity
service through not just words, but through his neaningful and inpactful
contributions and hard work; and

WHEREAS, Janes Bl ackshear also served as president of the Kiwanis
Club of Uica, was honored in 1991 as the wnner of the Len WIbur
Award, and was the first recipient of the Mohawk Valley Frontiersnan
Martin Luther King Jr. Award; he was inducted into the WCC Hall of Fane
in 2000, as well as the Oneida County Historical Society Hall of Fanme in
2005; and

VWHEREAS, The significant contributions of Janes Bl ackshear
t hroughout his distinguished career and enduring |egacy, unwavering
dedi cation, remarkable vision, and renowned | eadership for opportunities
for marginalized communities and the greater Utica community at |arge
are hereby recogni zed and cel ebrated at the Menorial Prayer Luncheon and



by the citizens of this great State and Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the | egacy of Janes Bl ackshear and commenorate the 15th Annual
James Bl ackshear Menorial Prayer Luncheon on April 4, 2024.



