Senate Resolution No. 914
BY: Senator MYRI E

RECOGNI ZI NG the 25th Anniversary of Black and
Afro-Costa Rican Culture Day on August 31, 2023

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
those of true purpose and worthy acconplishnment who foster a spirit of
comunity and service and, sinultaneously, work diligently to preserve
their rich cultural heritage; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
recogni ze the 25th Anniversary of Black and Afro-Costa Rican Cul ture Day
on August 31, 2023; and

WHEREAS, Black and Afro-Costa Rican Culture Day was established to
pronote the contributions of the African diaspora in Costa Rca, and to
elimnate all forns of discrimnation agai nst people of African descent;
and

WHEREAS, The population of Costa Rica is nostly white and nesti zo
(peopl e of m xed European and | ndi genous Anerican ancestry); according
to the 2011 census, only 6. 7% of Costa R cans were of m xed African and
Eur opean ancestry and 1. 1% were Afro-Cari bbean or Bl ack; and

VWHEREAS, Most Afro-Costa Ricans descend from Afro-Cari bbean m grant
workers who cane to Costa Rica in the late 19th and early 20th
Centuries; however, sone of them are descendants of African slaves
brought to Costa Rica during the Spanish col onization of the Anericas;
and

WHEREAS, In the 1980s, it was decreed in Costa Rica on August 31 as
the celebration of "Black Day", an initiative that was pronoted by the
Costa Rican Teachers Union (SEC), in the admnistration of Rodrigo
Carazo; and

VWHEREAS, Later, another decree was signed that extended the
celebration of the "Black and Afro-Costa Rican Culture Day"; April 26,
2018, the date on which it is published in La Gaceta Digital, Law 9526
decl ares August the Hi storical Month of Afro-descendence in Costa Rica;
and

WHEREAS, The Day of the Black Person and Afro-Costa Rican Culture
was established by the Legislative Assenbly of Costa Rica in Septenber
of 2021, and was celebrated for the first time on Septenber 4, 2022; the
official date of the holiday is August 31, but celebratory events are
hel d on the foll ow ng Sunday; and

VWHEREAS, Free for the working population, the declaration as a
non- conpul sory holiday is a necessary recognition and responds to a w de
clanor of the Linonense population with the purpose of consolidating
this celebration; and



WHEREAS, |In addition, this would allow broad participation of al
the inhabitants of the country in the activities carried out around this
date; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the practice of this Legislative Body to recognize
t hose i nportant days of recognition which remnd us of the rich and
di verse heritage of our great State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, It is duly fitting that all New Yorkers join in these
i nportant cel ebrations of one of our State's nost vibrant comrunities;
this nuch anticipated observance and its acconpanying activities wll
foster greater appreciation for Afro-Costa Rican culture and serve to
pronmote the spirit of cooperation that is characteristic of all citizens
of New York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze the 25th Anniversary of Black and Afro-Costa Rican Cul ture Day
on August 31, 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Consul ate General of Costa Rica in New York.



