Senat e Resol ution No. 890
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG Herbert C. Thorpe upon the occasi on of
his designation for special recognition by the Lake
Delta Kiwanis on May 17, 2023

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to conmend those
who have served in tinmes of active conflict, as well as those who have
served in tines of peace; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Herbert C.
Thor pe upon the occasion of his designation for special recognition by
the Lake Delta Kiwanis on May 17, 2023; and

WHEREAS, The dedication and sacrifices of our mlitary personnel
ensure our continued role as a Nation which enbodies the ideals of
denocracy, and is a defender of |I|iberty for peoples throughout the
wor | d; and

VWHEREAS, Herbert C. Thorpe was born in New York Cty and raised in
Brookl yn, New York; he attended Brooklyn Public Schools and graduated
from high school in 1940; he enrolled in the U S. Cvilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) and served in canps at Van Etten, New York, Canden, New
York, and Beltsville, Maryland from 1940 to 1942; and

VWHEREAS, Herbert C. Thorpe enlisted in the U S Arnmy Reserves and
attended U.S. Signal Corps School in Troy, New York until the Spring of
1943; he began his active-duty service at mlitary basic training in
June of 1943 at Ft. Dix, New Jersey and Kcans Field, Utah; and

VWHEREAS, Wiile in Uah, he applied and was accepted for Aviation
Cadet School in Decenber of 1943; in 1944, he was sent to Keesler Field
in Biloxi, Mssissippi, where he conpleted altitude testing; and

WHEREAS, | n January 1944, he transferred to Aviation Cadet School at
Tuskegee Institute, Al abama; after conpleting Primary Flight School at
the Institute, he was transferred to Basic Training Flight School at
Tuskegee Arny Air Field (TAAF) and was selected wth others for
Mul ti - Engi ne training; and

WHEREAS, In md-1944, he was transferred to Gunnery School at
Tyndall Field, Florida, then to Bonbardi er/Navigator School at M dl and
Arnmy Air Field in Texas; and

WHEREAS, Conm ssioned as a 2nd Lieutenant Navi gator/Bonbardier on
Decenber 30, 1944, in Mdland, Texas, 2nd Lt. Thorpe returned to
Tuskegee and began Advanced Flight Training school and qualified as a



B-25 (twin-engine) Pilot at TAAF in Cctober of 1945; he remai ned at TAAF
and left the service in August of 1946; and

WHEREAS, After his involvenment with the mlitary, Herbert C.  Thorpe
attended New York University and graduated as an El ectrical Engineer; he
spent tinme working as a Radar Systens Engi neer at the Brooklyn Navy Yard
and as a Radar Research Engineer in Beacon Systens at Rone Air
Devel opnent Center Giffiss AFB; he additionally served as a part tine
counsel or at Mbhawk Valley Community College for thirteen years; and

VWHEREAS, Herbert C. Thorpe's community invol vement includes service
as a 50-year Menber of the First Presbyterian Church in Ronme, New York;
Charter Menber, Secretary & Past President of the Ronme Branch NAACP;
Charter Menber & Secretary of the Forner Prince Hall Mlitary Lodge No.
112; Charter Menber and Secretary of the Afro-Anerican Heritage
Association in Ronme, New York; Charter Menber, Past President, and
Secretary of the Mhawk Valley Frontiers C ub; Past Menber and Advisory
Board of the Oneida County Ofice for the Aging; and a Menber of the
Tuskegee Airnen Inc. (TAl), Caude B. Govan Tri-State Chapter of New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Herbert C. Thorpe was presented with the honorabl e 1st New
York State Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award in 2012 and in
2013; he al so received the esteened Rone Historical Society 1777 Medal
of Honor Award; and

VWHEREAS, Hi s wife, chil dren, nuner ous grandchi | dr en, and
great-grandchildren, all feel privileged to be a part of his life and
rejoice in his plentiful achievenents; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited their patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
these nen and wonen denonstrated their love for their country and nerit
forevernore, the highest respect of their State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, comended,
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State, and their
Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Herbert C. Thorpe wupon the occasion of his designation for
special recognition by the Lake Delta Kiwanis on May 17, 2023; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Herbert C. Thor pe.



