Senat e Resol ution No. 862

BY: Senat or BRESLI N
CONGRATULATI NG Rabbi  Scott L. Shpeen wupon the
occasion of his retirenent after 38 years of

di stingui shed service to the Congregation Beth Eneth

WHEREAS, It is with great admiration and deepest respect that this
Legislative Body is noved to pay tribute to an emnent gentleman of

i ndom t abl e spirit and dedi cati on, whose pur poseful life and
acconplishnents will forever stand as an inspiration to others; and
VWHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and community life

in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfl ess devotion of those who would commt their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratul at e Rabbi
Scott L. Shpeen upon the occasion of his retirenent after 38 years of
di stingui shed service as Seni or Rabbi of Congregation Beth Eneth; and

WHEREAS, Since 1985, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen has served t he
Congregation Beth Enmeth in Al bany, New York; during that tinme he has
forged enduring connections and relationships wth congregants, the
Jewi sh community, and the broader Capital District community; and

WHEREAS, Commtted to Judaism from a young age, Rabbi Scott L.
Shpeen spent many sunmers at Jew sh sunmmer canps with teachings fromthe
Reform Movenent and participated in the Eisendrath I nt er nati onal
Exchange Program where the Rabbi was able to spend a senmester at the
Leo Baeck Hi gh School in Haifa, Israel; and

VWHEREAS, Follow ng his high school studies, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen
was awarded a Certificate in Jew sh Education fromGatz College in
Phi | adel phi a, New York, a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Judaic Studies from
the University of Mchigan in 1979, and a Masters of Arts Degree in
Hebrew Letters in 1983 fromthe Hebrew Union Col | ege-Jew sh Institute of
Religion (HUC-JIR) in G ncinnati, Chio; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen was ordained in 1984 by the Hebrew
Uni on Col | ege; one year later, he joined Congregation Beth Eneth as
Assi stant Rabbi and becane the Senior Rabbi in 1992; and

WHEREAS, In 1988, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen conpleted the St. Peter's
Hospital Programin Cinical Pastoral Education (CPE) in Albany NY; in
May of 2009, in recognition of the Rabbi's 25th anniversary of rabbinic
ordi nati on, Rabbi Scott L. Spheen was awarded an honorary Doctor of
Divinity degree fromHUC JIR, and

WHEREAS, As a conpassionate | eader, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen has made
life cycle events a cornerstone of the -congregational experience,
allowing nenbers to share their joys together and confort each other in
sorrow, and



VWHEREAS, Working collaboratively with clergy, lay |eaders, and
prof essional staff, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen gui ded Congregation Beth Eneth

through the COVID-19 pandemc by meking services and educationa
opportunities available on the internet to those wunable to attend in
person due to social distancing; this effort enabled the Congregation to
mai ntai n strong connections during this difficult time; and

WHEREAS, The Rel i gi ous School, Torah Study and life-long |earning at
Congregation Beth Enmeth have all been enhanced under Rabbi Scott L.
Shpeen' s devoted | eadershi p; he has strengthened connections to nenbers
in Florida, led 10 congregational trips to Israel, Eastern Europe, and
Spai n, beautified the building of the Congregation and strengthened the
connection to history by bringing a Hol ocaust Torah Scroll for nenbers;
and

VWHEREAS, Anply denonstrating his commtnent to the broader Jew sh
community, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen has served in many positions of
| eadership including as a nenber of the board of the Sidney Al bert
Jewi sh  Conmunity Center, Jewish Fam |y Services, the Daughters of Sarah
Nursing Center, the Jewi sh Federation of Northeastern New York, Park
Pl ayhouse, The Martin Luther & Coretta Scott King Lecture at Siena
College, the Interfaith Partnership for the Honeless, Jewish Famly
Services of Northeastern New York, the Sidney and Beatrice Al bert
Lecture Board of the College of Saint Rose and the Admi ssions Committee
of the Central Conference of Anerican Rabbis (CCAR), and for many years,
was Jew sh Chaplain at the Parsons School in Al bany, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen served as President of the Capital
District Board of Rabbis and Cantors for two terns in both 1990 and
2008; he is also the past President of the Rabbinic Alumi Association
of HUCG-JIR, of B nai B'rith G deon Lodge No. 140, and the Bucki ngham
Mews Honeowners Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, Wth his unwavering dedication to his conmunity, Rabbi
Scott L. Shpeen served on the Al bany County Ethics Conm ssion and on
the Human Rights Comm ssion for the Gty of Al bany; he offered the
I nvocations at both the 2016 neeting of the New York State Electoral
Col Il ege and the 2017 State of the State; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen has participated in
nunerous cultural and civic venues, including, the Albany Synphony,
Capital Reparatory Theatre and Park Pl ayhouse; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen's tireless wirk on interfaith
prograns for the Capital Region was recognized with the 2016 Rev. Dr.
Carlyl e Adans Ecunenical/Interfaith Award by the Capital Area Council of
Chur ches; and

VWHEREAS, Supporting his successful endeavors throughout the years,
have been his wife Susan Balan of 31 years, who was the Executive
Director of the Sidney Albert Albany Jewish Community Center, their
children Hlary and Adam and five grandchildren, all of whom feel
privileged to be a part of Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen's life and rejoice in



hi s achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, This distinguished nman of God has al ways gi ven
enl i ghtennment, guidance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care and
has adm nistered abundantly and wunstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen has brought to his mnistry an
overwhelmng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting fromvision and
enlightenment in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual duties,
whi | e al ways di spl ayi ng the highest standards of personal and
professional integrity and dedi cation; and

WHEREAS, It has always been the objective of this Legislative Body
to honor and support those individuals who have displayed their
commitnent to the betternent of their communities, and Rabbi Scott L.
Shpeen is truly an emnent gentlenen of indomtable spirit and
dedi cation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen upon the occasion of his retirenent,
and to note the significance of his unremtted dedicati on and sagaci ous
| eadershi p on behal f of Congregation Beth Eneth in Al bany, New York
after 38 years of distinguished service; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Rabbi Scott L. Shpeen.



