Senat e Resol ution No. 859
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG the Martin Luther King Milti-Purpose
Center upon the occasion of hosting its 2023 Annual
Awards Benefit Gala, and paying tribute to this
year's honoree

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndivi duals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Martin Luther King Milti-Purpose Center upon the occasion of
hosting its 2023 Annual Awards Benefit Gala on Sunday, April 30, 2023;
and

VWHEREAS, This year's honoree is Gant Val entine, Trustee and Deputy
Mayor for the Village of Chestnut Ridge, New York, and the forner
Assistant Director of QOperations and Director of Strategic Planning for
New York State Parole; and

WHEREAS, A graduate of Concord Law School and Queens Col |l ege, G ant
Val entine worked for over 32 years in both crimnal and juvenile
justice, adm nistration, budgeting, evidence-based mnanagenent, quality
assurance and training; in 2012, he officially retired as the Assi stant
Director of Operations and Director of Strategic Planning for New York
State Parole; and

WHEREAS, A three-term Trustee and Deputy Mayor for the Vill age of
Chestnut Ridge, New York, Gant Valentine has been actively involved
W th nunmer ous organi zations including Rockland Community Coll ege,
Rockl and County Youth Bureau, Chestnut R dge Planning Board, Rockland
County District Attorney's Ofice, Rockland County Sheriff's Ofice,
Rockl and County Departnment of Health School Coalition, Strategic
Pl anning for the East Ramapo Central School District of Rockland County,
Presi dent Gbana My Brother's Keeper, Martin Luther King Oratory Contest,
Boys and Grls Cdub of Anerica Rockland County Steering Conmittee,
Rockl and County Branch of the American Association of University Wnen,
the Ednmund and Susan Gordon Partnership Institute at CEJJES, African
Parade comm ttee of Rockland County, Prince Hall Masons of Tappan Zee
Lodge of Rockland County, Gand Lodge of +the State of New York,
Poi nsettia Chapter Eastern Stars, New York State Police Reform and
Rei nventi on Col | aborative for Rockland County and the Rockland Sheriff's
Ofice, 9th Judicial District commttee that covers Wstchester
Rockl and and Orange Counties on jury reform and the New York State
Cannabis Association of Mnorities and Wnen Professionals, as well as
t he Westchester Rockl and Cannabi s Busi ness Alliance; and

WHEREAS, Grant Valentine was a 2012 finalist for the Wlite House



Fel | ow program and was the recipient of nunerous other accol ades for his
steadfast and unremtting commtnent to his conmunity including the 2012
African Anmerican Chanber of Commerce for Westchester/ Rockl and Award, the

2013 Education Excellence Award for the Northeast Region by Al pha Kappa
Al pha Sorority, the 2016 Rockl and County Award for Black Hi story Month,
the 2017 honoree and award recipient fromthe Tender Steps O ganization
of New York, 2019 Unsung Hero Award for Rockland County, 2019 Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority Tau Ganma Zeta Chapter Recognition Honor, 2020 Bl ack
H story Award by the East Ramapo Central School District, and the 2022
NAACP Nyack Freedom Award; and

VWHEREAS, W th himthroughout have been his wife Linda, their four
children, Gant 111, Janeen, Vance, and N cole, and six grandchildren,
all of whomfeel privileged to be a part of his |ife and rejoice in his
achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndi vidual for the benefit of others which Gant Val entine has di spl ayed
t hroughout his life; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their comunity and have shown a
| ong and sustained commtnment to excellence certainly have earned the
recognition and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Martin Luther King Milti-Purpose Center upon the occasion of
hosting its 2023 Annual Awards Benefit Gala, and to pay tribute to this
year's honoree; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Martin Luther King Miulti-Purpose Center and to G ant
Val enti ne.



