Senat e Resol ution No. 805
BY: Senat or MAYER

HONORING Dr. Edward W Placke, Ed. D upon the
occasion of his retirenent after six years of
di stingui shed service to G een Chi nmeys

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge the
significant m | est ones in the distinguished careers of esteened
residents of this noble Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Edward W Pl acke upon the occasion of his retirenent after six years of
di stingui shed service to G een Chi nmeys; and

VWHEREAS, Since 2017, Edward W Placke has rendered faithful,
conscientious and valuable service to Geen Chimeys, earning the
admration, esteemand affection of his colleagues; and

WHEREAS, Truly an individual who strives for know edge, Edward W
Pl acke obtained a bachelor's degree in Elenmentary and Special Education
from Marist College and a master's degree in Educational Psychol ogy and
Statistics and an Ed. D. in Curriculumand Instruction from SUNY Al bany;
after earning his doctoral degree at SUNY Al bany, Dr. Edward W Pl acke
began his career as a BOCES special education teacher in the Finger
Lakes regi on of New York; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Edward W Placke followed his passion and went on to
teach coll ege students with disabilities, as well as graduate students
studying special education; he also served as school principle at the
Center for the Disabled, and was a supervisor of special education for
Capi tal Regi on BOCES; and

VWHEREAS, Wth 40 years of expertise in serving children with speci al
needs, Dr. Edward W Pl acke spent five years as Assi stant Commr ssioner
of the New York State Education Departnent, Vocational and Educationa
Services for Individuals wth Disabilities; as Director of Pupi
Services for Colonie School District for 13 years, he had oversight of
around 250 staff in special education, guidance, reading and nath,
speech and |anguage, occupational therapy and physi cal t her apy,
psychol ogy, and ESL, wth additional responsibility for program
devel opnment and eval uation, curricul a devel opnent, |abor relations, and
budget devel opnment and nonitoring; and

WHEREAS, In 2009, Dr. Edward W Pl acke served as Superintendent of
School s for G eenburgh North Castle Union Free School District; under
his |eadership, the district maintained the highest graduation rate for
alternative junior and high schools, with over 50 percent of district
graduates attending college, and the remainder of the student body
attendi ng vocational training prograns or obtaining supportive and
conpetitive enploynent; and



WHEREAS, His wunbridled commtnent to children with special needs
continued in Dr. Edward W Pl acke's | eadership of G een Chi meys, where
he focused to prepare students for adul thood; and

VWHEREAS, Geen Chimeys is a nonprofit education and human services
organi zation primarily serving children wth special needs; t he
organi zation is conprised of a therapeutic day school, residential
treatment center, and working farm and

WHEREAS, Providing for over 250 students, Geen Chimeys offers
i ndi vidual i zed education, therapeutic support, and a uni que nature-based
approach to address a w de range of social, enotional, and behavi oral
chal | enges; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Edward W Pl acke was el ected to the Board of Directors
of the 853 School Coalition in 2017 and was | ater el ected Vice President
in 2018; his renmarkabl e | eadership |ed to himbeing el ected President in
2020; and

VHEREAS, As a result of Dr. Edward W Placke's conmendable
| eadership of the 853 School Coalition, they have helped 853 schools
across New York continually educate the State's nost vul nerable youth
t hrough the pandem c and during the return to school; and

WHEREAS, In his capacity as Executive Director of Geen Chinmmeys,
Dr . Edward W Pl acke served with |oyalty, honor and distinction, and
was governed by a keen sense of duty and al ways showed a uni que grasp of
human problens in his official acts; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndividuals of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dr. Edward W Placke, Ed. D upon the occasion of his retirenent
after six years of distinguished service to G een Chimmeys; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Edward W Pl acke, Ed. D



