Senate Resolution No. 799
BY: Senat or PARKER

COVMENDI NG  Saint Joseph Lodge No. 117, Mbst
Worshi pful Prince Hall G and Lodge, Free and
Accepted Masons of the State of New York upon the
occasion of hosting its Annual Breakfast recogni zing
their widows on March 5, 2023

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Sai nt Joseph Lodge No. 117, Most Worshipful Prince Hall Gand
Lodge, Free and Accepted Msons of the State of New York upon the
occasion of hosting its Annual Breakfast to recognize their w dows on
Sunday, March 5, 2023; and

WHEREAS, This auspicious occasion is a tine to give an expression of
|l ove and gratitude to all of the widows of the |odge, and to reflect,
acknow edge, and give thanks for their past; and

WHEREAS, The dedi cated Masons of Saint Joseph Lodge No. 117 are nen
with a social conscience and a charitable perspective, also known as
Freemasons; it is a fraternal organization that shares common nora
I deals and esoteric values and is based on the doctrine of Brotherly
Love, Relief and Truth; and

VWHEREAS, The Masons of Saint Joseph Lodge No. 117 have truly
denpbnstrated continuous service to the residents and communities which
it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Saint Joseph Lodge No. 17 was founded in 1953, in Munt
Vernon, New York, in the basenent of Deacon WIlliam G ant of M. Zion
Church; the first Worshipful Master of the |odge was Herbert G ant, then
Charl es Wbb, and finally WIllie G bson; and

VWHEREAS, Saint Joseph Lodge No. 17 was a nenber of the Alpha Gand
Lodge of New York City, and wused to hold their neetings at various
churches and the Odd Fellow Hall in Munt Vernon; eventually the nenbers
purchased a building at 28 E. 1st Street where they continue to hold
their neetings; and

WHEREAS, In 1983, under the Leadership of Wirshipful Master Wllie
G bson, the Lodge becanme Under Dispensation (UD), to become a nenber of
the Mst Wirshipful Prince Hall G and Lodge of the State of New York,
and one year later, it received its Charter; the Lodge was renunbered to
117 and becane a nmenber of the Third Masonic District; and

WHEREAS, The first elected Principal officers of Saint Joseph Lodge



No. 117 were Paul Bates, Wrshipful Mster; Anps Jones, Senior Wrden;
and Earlie Al bright, Junior Warden; and

VWHEREAS, Staying true to the principles of freemasonry, Saint Joseph
Lodge No. 117 has participated in various conmmunity activities such as
cooking and serving neals at the | ocal soup kitchen, sponsoring a Little
League baseball team and supporting its Gand Lodge Schol arship fund
programto assist the local youth with their education needs; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proudly noved to honor and conmend
t he nenbers of Saint Joseph Lodge No. 117, Prince Hall Affiliation, Free
and Accept ed Masons, past and present, who have |abored so
conscientiously to secure and inprove the quality of |I|ife for the
comunity it serves; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Sai nt Joseph Lodge No. 117, Mst Worshipful Prince Hall G and
Lodge, Free and Accepted Msons of the State of New York upon the
occasion of hosting its Annual Breakfast to recognize their w dows on
March 5, 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Saint Joseph Lodge No. 117, Most Worshi pful Prince Hal
Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York.



