Senate Resolution No. 794
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NG the death of Robert Shyun-Jing Chao,
proud Asian-American, famly nman, and devoted nenber
of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose I|ifewrk and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao of Chappaqua, New York, died on
Sunday, August 7, 2022, at the age of 74; and

WHEREAS, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao, affectionately known to nany as
Bob, was born on Septenber 26, 1948, to Fei-Kuan Chao and Shih-M ng
Chang in Nanjing, China; during his early childhood, his father, a
Kuom ntang General who had fought against the Japanese invasion,
retreated to Tai wan when the Conmuni sts took over China; in 1949, Robert
and his nother and brother Wi, escaped during the night on a fishing
boat and joined their father in Taiwan, where they nmade their hone; and

WHEREAS, In 1962, at the young age of 15, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao
left home to attend high school in Taipei, where he excelled both
academ cally and socially; and

VWHEREAS, After earning his bachelor's degree in Mechani cal
Engi neering from Zhong- Xi ng Uni versity, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao
immgrated to the United States in 1971 for a graduate program at the
University of Mssachusetts at Anmherst, where he net his future wfe,
Ann; and

WHEREAS, Upon conpleting his master's degree in the Departnment of
Mechani cal and Aerospace Engi neering, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao received a
Research Scholarship in the Departnment of Mterials Science and
Engi neering at Cornell University on a PhD track in 1973; and

WHEREAS, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao and Ann were married on January 2,
1975, in Taiwan, and one year later, they noved to Chicago, Illinois,
for his first job wth IITRI; he then took a job at 1BM and noved to
Endi cott, New York, and later, in 1991, he and his famly noved to
Chappaqua, New York, for an internal job assignnent wthin |BM
Headquarters; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao spent nost of his career at |BM
first as an engineer, then in Intellectual Property Mergers and
Acqui sitions; after IBM he spent years working abroad, first wth
I nfineon in Miunich, Germany, then in Singapore and Tai wan, and came back
hone in 2016, formed a partnership "Radius IP" with an I BM col | eague and
wor ked there until his final days; and

WHEREAS, Devoted to his conmunity, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao was



I nvol ved wi th nunerous vol unteer organizations such as CAAPS, and CCA
West chester and Hudson Valley where he served as the Co-Chair of
Advocacy; and

VWHEREAS, A genuine famly man, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao | oved to spend
timte with his beloved famly, and could often be found sitting in the
audi ence for one of his daughter's nusical performances or encouragi ng
their academ c careers and extracurricular interests; he and his famly
enj oyed adventure and traveling, whether it was to see a Broadway show
in New York Cty or walking in the wods to forage for ranps and
mushroons or visiting places in Europe and Asia; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his parents and brother, Steve, Robert
Shyun-Jing Chao is survived by his wife, Ann; two daughters, Yvonne and
Tiffany (David) Bebb; one grandson, Theodore; one sister, Virginia, and
one brother, Wi; as well as nunerous other relatives, friends and
col | eagues who will long cherish his nenory; and

WHEREAS, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao was a man of nmany passions and
interests and truly lived each day to the fullest; his warmsm|e and
engagi ng hunor will forever remain in the hearts of all those who have
had the privilege of know ng such a remarkabl e man; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Robert Shyun-Jing Chao | eaves behind a I|egacy which wll
l ong endure the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory
to all he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Robert Shyun-Jing Chao, proud Asian-Anerican, famly
man, and devoted nenber of his conmmunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Robert Shyun-Jing Chao.



