Senat e Resol ution No. 695
BY: Senator ROLI SON

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to declare
April 30-May 6, 2023, as Small Business Wek in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, In New York, the dedication and entrepreneurial spirit of
our diverse small businesses are vital to the prosperity and vibrancy of
every community across this great State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, According to the U S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 632,000
enterprises qualify as small businesses in New York State prior to the
pandem c, conprising 96.05% of the businesses within the State; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Departnent of Commerce's International Trade
Adm ni stration reported that 36,901 conpanies exported goods from New
York State prior to the pandem c, and of these, 34,506 or 93.5% were
smal | and nedi umsized firnms, which generated 58. 3% of New York's tota
known export val ue; and

WHEREAS, New York small businesses enployed 4.1 mllion people, or
49.8 % of New York Enployees, prior to the pandem c, which includes
69, 042 new j obs since 2018; and

VWHEREAS, Small business owners have shown great ingenuity in
overcom ng the hardships of the last two years in order to serve the
needs of our comunities; and

VWHEREAS, New York State actively supports Mnority and Wnen Owned
Busi ness Enterpri ses ( MABE) by supporting a State procurenent
contracting goal of 30%from MABE firnms; and

VWHEREAS, The Servi ce-Di sabl ed Veteran-Owmed Business Act of 2014
pronotes and encourages participation of service-di sabl ed vet eran-owned
busi nesses (SDVOBs) in New York State's public procurenent process; and

WHEREAS, The innovation, diversity, conpetitive strength, j ob
creation, and quality of life that small businesses bring to our econony
are vital elenments of our State's |ong-term econonic health; and

VWHEREAS, Smal | busi ness owner s possess the dedication and
entrepreneurial spirit to devel op and market new technol ogies, thereby
bringing nore capital into the business market and further strengthening
our econony; and

WHEREAS, Snall busi ness owners denonstrate extraordinary resiliency
in the face of larger forces beyond their control, such as climte
change, changi ng econom c tinmes and pandem cs; and

WHEREAS, Snall businesses in New York State exert a strong positive
i nfl uence on the political, economc, and social development of the
State, and the future welfare of the State depends on the continued



devel opment of small businesses; and

VWHEREAS, The entrepreneurial spirit of New York residents has led to
the creation and gromh of energing agricultural industries in New York
such as craft beverages, artisanal foods, and the production of henp and
hops; and

WHEREAS, The nenbers of this Legislative Body wish to proclaimtheir
recognition of small businesses as a crucial elenment in the econony of
New York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to declare April 30-May 6, 2023, as
Smal | Business Wek in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



