Senate Resolution No. 693
BY: Senat or BORRELLO

COVMEMORATI NG t he 200t h Anni versary of the Town of
Busti to be celebrated on April 16, 2023

WHEREAS, It 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to honor and
commenorate the distinguished histories of the comunities whi ch
conprise the noble body of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 200th Anniversary of the Town of Busti in Chautauqua
County, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s auspicious occasion will be celebrated at a conmunity
event on Sunday, April 16, 2023; and

WHEREAS, The southwestern section of New York State is part of a
vast section of |and cl ai med by Massachusetts following the
Revol utionary War; Robert Mrris acquired it in 1791 and, after
settlenment with the Native Americans in 1797, sold it to the Holland
Land Conmpany, which was |ed by Paul Busti, for whomthe Town was naned,
and

VWHEREAS, Born on Cctober 17, 1749, in Mlan, Italy, Paul Busti died
in July of 1824, in Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, It is known that tribes of both the Erie and Seneca I ndi ans
were very early inhabitants of the area, and John L. Frank is reported
to be the first white settler in 1808 on lot 61, although records
i ndicate that he didn't purchase |and until 1812; and

WHEREAS, The first road opened in the southern part of the county
was cut through the forest by Robert MIles between 1802 and 1804 and
started by the Conewango at Pine Grove to Shadysi de (Lakewood) and ended
at a place on Chautauqua Lake known as M| es Landing; and

VWHEREAS, One of the first industries in Busti was a tannery built by
John Frank around 1812 at what was called the Frank settlenent, and the
first blacksmth was Patrick Canbell, who operated his shop there; and

VWHEREAS, A short tine later, Gles Chipnman and Lyman Fargo opened a
shop nearby where they installed a trip hammer and nanufactured edge
tools; other wearly industries were established by Deacon Sanuel
Garfield, Herman Bush, Uiah Haws, Sanuel Chappel, Janmes Startwel |, and
Franci s Soul e; and

WHEREAS, Perhaps the nost well-known i nhabitants of Busti were the
Stonemans; George Stonenman canme to Busti in 1810, nmarried Katherine
Cheney, and had eight children; his ol dest son George becane one of the
great cavalry leaders of the Cvil Wr, and in 1871, he noved to
California and becane governor of the state years later; and



VWHEREAS, Kate Stoneman, another one of George's children, was the
first worman to pass the New York State bar exans and to be admitted to
| aw practice in New York State; and

VWHEREAS, The Underground Railroad had one of its nobst active routes
through this region and it crossed the state Iline at or near Sugar
G ove, passed through Busti and Janestown and then across Lake Erie to
Buffalo and on to the "railroad' s" term nal in Canada; there was also a
station where Sunset Hill Cenetery is now | ocated; and

WHEREAS, The first school, a one-room|og cabin, was built in 1813,
and was | ocated at Fairnount and Wnch Roads; the present Southwestern
Central School was built and ready for use in 1954; and

WHEREAS, The Baptist Church of Busti was organi zed on August 30,
1819, and the first Baptist house of worship was built in 1836, and
another one was erected in 1853; the first Methodi st Episcopal Church
was organi zed under the direction of Reverend Alvin Burgess in about
1819, with approxi mately 60 nmenbers; and

WHEREAS, Busti was also an early leader in agriculture; the first
official test conducted on cows in Chautauqua County and one of the
first in New York State, was nade on the farm of Herbert Ayres, who al so
raised the first field of alfalfa in the county; and

WHEREAS, Incorporated on My 9, 1893, Lakewood, which is in the
northern end of the town of Busti, began wth the consolidation of
several farns all originally fromthe Holland Land Conpany; the village
extends al ong the shores of Chautauqua Lake about three mles; and

WHEREAS, The devel opnent of Lakewood, however, began wth the
building of the Cowing House by John T. Cowing in 1870; it was |ater

enl arged and called the Lake View House; over tine, it became the
Sterlingworth Inn and later still, the Wal denere; and

VWHEREAS, Remaining fruitful over the ebb and flow of decades of
growt h and change, the Town of Busti, wunder the able |eadership of
Supervisor Jesse M Robbins, continues its conmmtnent to enhancing the
quality of |life of 1its citizens, ensuring a positive busi ness,

institutional and educational <climte, and providing all essential
services; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 200th Anniversary of the Town of Busti, recognizing the
significance of the role it continues to play in the life of the
community of the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Jesse M Robbins, Supervisor, Town of Busti.



