Senat e Resol ution No. 605

BY: Senat or BAI LEY

MOURNI NG the death of Bobby Caldwell, nusic
i ndustry icon, brilliant artist, and inspiration to
mllions around the world

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those nusical geniuses whose commtnent and creative talents
have contributed to the entertainnent and cultural enrichment of their
comunity and the entire State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Bobby Cal dwel |, a singer-songwiter whose sultry R&B hit
"What You won' t Do for Love" propelled his debut album to
doubl e-pl ati num status in 1978 and was | ater covered by nore than 100
artists including chart-toppers like Boyz Il Men and M chael Bolton,
di ed on Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at the age of 71; and

VWHEREAS, Over his four-decade career, Bobby Cal dwell swerved freely
anong genres, exploring R&B, reggae, soft rock and snooth jazz, as well
as standards fromthe G eat Anerican Songbook; he recorded nore than a
dozen al buns under his own name; and

WHEREAS, Wiile his skills as an ol d-school crooner, not to nention
his trademark fedora, were convincing enough to land hima gig as Frank
Sinatra in a Las Vegas revue called "The Rat Pack Is Back!" in the
1990s, he was best known as a sil ky-voiced master of blue-eyed soul; and

WHEREAS, A highly regarded songwiter, Bobby Caldwell's songs were
recorded by Chicago, Boz Scaggs, Neil D anond and Al Jarreau, anong
others; "The Next Tine | Fall,"” which he wote wth Paul Gordon, becane
a hit for Peter Cetera and Any Grant, reaching No. 1 on the Billboard
Hot 100 in 1986; in 2020, Billboard included the song on a list of the
25 greatest | ove songs; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Hunter Caldwell was born on August 15, 1951 in
Manhattan, New York, and spent nuch of his youth in Mam ; his parents,
Bob and Carolyn Caldwell, were entertainers who hosted two early
television variety shows, "42nd Street Review' in New York and
"Suppertime” in Pittsburgh, before noving the famly to Mam ; and

VWHEREAS, By age 17, Bobby Caldwell was witing and performng his
own material; he soon noved to Las Vegas, where he perforned with a
group called Katmandu and cut an albumin 1971; in the early 1970s, he
got a turn in the spotlight as a rhythmguitarist for Little R chard,
and

VWHEREAS, Bobby Cal dwel|l spent the next several years trying to nmake
a nanme for hinself, playing in bars and recording denps; he finally
found a taste of stardomin his own right with the success of "Wat You
wn't Do for Love"; that success continued in the early 1980s wth
al bums like "Cat in the Hat" (1980) and "Carry On" (1982); and



VWHEREAS, Bobby Cal dwel| continued to record and perform for decades;
in 2015, he notched a comeback with his al bum "Cool Uncle,” which he
made with the renowned R&B producer Jack Splash; the album crossed

generational l|ines, featuring guest artists Deniece WIIlians, CeelLo
G een and Jessie Ware, and clinbed the Billboard contenporary jazz
chart; Rolling Stone called the album "2015's snartest retro-sou
revival"; and

VWHEREAS, Bobby Cal dwel |'s songs and sanpl es have contributed to nore
than $40 mllion in sales, wth artists as diverse as Tupac Shakur,
Roberta Flack, Go West, Vanessa WlIllianms and the Notorious B.I.G
sanpling his nusic; nobst recently, his songs were also sanpled by
hi p-hop artists Lil Nas X and Chance t he Rapper; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, he was featured on "The CBS Second Cup Cafe,"
"The Tonight Show, " "BET Jazz Central," and has made numerous nati onal
and | ocal network appearances; and

VWHEREAS, A man of colossal talent, this extraordinary nan toured the
United States and the gl obe for 40 years, truly devoting his entire life
to song witing, recording, performng, and nost of all making people
happy; and

VWHEREAS, Bobby Caldwell's dedication to his nusic |eaves an
I ndel i ble | egacy of inspiration which will long endure the passage of
time and wll remain as a conforting nenory to his famly, friends and
countl ess fans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Bobby Caldwell, and to express its deepest synpathy
to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Bobby Cal dwell.



