Senat e Resolution No. 566
BY: Senat or MARTI NS

HONORI NG Mary Christine Mdica upon the occasion
of her designation for special recognition by
Cellini Lodge No. 2206, Oder Sons & Daughters of
Italy in Amrerica

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndivi duals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Mary Christine Modica upon the occasion of her designation for special
recognition by Cellini Lodge No. 2206, Order Sons & Daughters of Italy
in Anmerica, to be celebrated at its 55th Annual Schol arship and
Charitable Benefit Dinner Dance, "La Festa Delle Donne," on Friday,
March 24, 2023, at the Westbury Manor, Westbury, New York; and

WHEREAS, In April of 2015, Mary Christine Mdica joined the Cellini
Lodge No. 2206, Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, where she
currently serves as President; in addition, she has chaired the five-day
annual Italian Festival, is on the Scholarship and G ft of Sight
Comm ttees, has chaired the Student Summit and is President of the
Cellini Charitable Foundation, as well as Treasurer of the District Il
Presidents; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Christine Mdica was born in Brooklyn, New York to
parents Helen @Qulino Mddica and Gaspar Mdica; her Italian roots can be
traced back to Sicily, Italy through her maternal grandparents, Maria Di
G ovanna and Vincent @ulino from Sciacca and her paternal grandparents,
Antonia Di G ovanna and Vincenzo Mddica from Menfi, all of whomarrived
In New York State in the |late 1880s | ooking for a better life; and

WHEREAS, This extraordinary woman attended St. Mrtin of Tours

El ementary School in Brooklyn before noving to St. Matthias El enentary
School in R dgewood, Queens, New York in fourth grade; wupon conpleting
granmar school, she enrolled in Qur Lady of Wsdom Acadeny in Ozone

Par k, Queens; and

WHEREAS, Wth the dream of pursuing a career as an el enentary school
teacher in her youth, Mary Christine Mdica graduated with a Bachel or of
Sci ence degree in Elenentary Education fromSt. John's University where
she served as historian of her sorority, lota Signma Phi, before becom ng
its president; and

WHEREAS, Mary Christine Modica furthered her career by attending
Hof stra University, while teaching full-tinme in Comrack, Long 1Island,
and obtaining a Master of Arts degree in Elenentary Education; and



WHEREAS, After teaching in Comrack for nore than 20 years, Mary
Christine Mddica earned a Professional Diploma in Admnistration from
C. W Post, where she was a nenber of Phi Delta Kappa; and

VWHEREAS, After an inpressive academ c career, Mary Christine Mdica
rel ocated to Col unbia County for her first position as a building and
el enentary advisor; she later returned to Long Island and accepted a
position in the Southanpton School District; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Christine Mdica went on to serve as Principal of the
J. Fred Sparke El enmentary School in the Island Trees School District
where she remained until her retirenent after a successful and rewardi ng
41-year career in education; and

WHEREAS, As a testanent to the countless lives she touched, Mary
Chri stine Modi ca recei ved nuner ous awar ds and accol ades from
organi zati ons such as the Nassau County Principals' Association, where
she served as Treasurer; she also received the New York State Congress
of Parents and Teachers Life Menber Awards and the National PTA Life
Achi evenent Award; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, she was the proud recipient of the Everyday
Hero Award fromthe Kiwanis C ub, and received recognition fromthe Boy
Scouts of Anerica as well as the New York Cty Fire Departnent's
Whodsi de Warriors for hel ping the Conpany and their famlies deal wth
tragedi es; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commtnent to vol unteering,
Mary Christine Modica has given tirelessly of her tinme and energies to
the American Cancer Society in Queens, New York, serving on its
Executive Board; she also becane very involved with the Make-A-W sh
Foundati on, Brentwood Shelter, New Hyde Park Chanber of Conmmerce, and
Hope for Youth; and

VWHEREAS, Wth her throughout have been her ol der sister, Nina, and
younger brother, Vincent, both of whomfeel privileged to be a part of
her Iife and rejoice in her acconplishnments; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the quality of life in their conmunity and have shown a | ong and
sustained commtnment to the maintenance of high standards in their
profession, certainly have earned the recognition and appl ause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Mary Christine Mdica upon the occasion of her designation for
special recognition by Cellini Lodge No. 2206, Order Sons & Daughters of
Italy in Arerica; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mary Christine Mdica.



