Senat e Resol ution No. 542
BY: Senat or RAMOS

COVMEMORATI NG  the 112t h Anni versary of the
Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire on March 25, 2023

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to comenorate the
112t h Anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire, which took
the lives of 146 garnment workers, on March 25, 1911; and

WHEREAS, It 1is also incunbent wupon this Legislative Body, as we
comenorate this anniversary, to acknow edge the continued efforts of
Wrkers United/ SEIU (fornmerly the International Ladies' Garnent Wrkers
Uni on) in enpowering and protecting workers across the country; and

VWHEREAS, Each year, Wrkers United/ SEIU, together with the New York
City Fire Departnent and the United Federation of Teachers, comrenorates
the anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire at the original
site of the tragedy with a weath, speeches and the |aying of 146
flowers in honor of the fire victins; nenbers of Ladder Conpany 20, the
first to respond to the fire, toll their bell and raise their |adder to
the sixth floor; and

VWHEREAS, The majority of the fire's victinse were Jewish and Italian

I mm grants, many of them young wonen, who m ght otherw se have survived
this tragedy had the factory's managers not |ocked the doors to the
stairwells so as to prevent theft and early departure; there was al nost
no water that the workers trapped on the 8th, 9th, and 10th floors could
use to douse the rapidly spreading flanes; doors that were not | ocked
opened the wong way, leaving workers wth no option for escape;
nmeanwhi l e the factory's owners were in the factory that sanme day wth
their children, and were able to find their way to safety by escaping to
the building' s rooftop; and

WHEREAS, Since the doors to the stairwells were | ocked, dozens of
pani cked factory enployees attenpted to escape via the building s
structurally conpromsed fire escape only for it to collapse onto the
concrete eight stories below, after the fire escape collapsed and the
stairways becane inaccessible because of the snoke and heat, enpl oyees
were trapped in the building with no neans of escape except by junping;
and

WHEREAS, Only three weeks prior to the fire, a group of property
owners had nmet to oppose the fire departnment's calls for t he
installation of indoor sprinklers; the fire departnent's |adders were
not tall enough to reach beyond the sixth and seventh floors, |eaving
the workers on the 8th, 9th, and 10th stranded; and

WHEREAS, The deplorable working conditions in New York Cty's
garnment industry were well-known at the tinme and, in 1909, industry
| eaders were net wth a nmassive strike known as the Uprising of the
20,000 |l ed by the International Ladies' Garnment Workers' Union in which
wor kers demanded higher wages, safer working conditions, and better



hours; this strike precipitated the Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire by
just a year; and

WHEREAS, Recent research has determ ned the names and ages of the
handful of previously unidentified victins; and

WHEREAS, The conplete Ilist now includes: Lizzie Adler (24 years
old), Anna Altman (16), Annina Ardito (25), Rose Bassino (31, sister of
Cat heri ne G annattasi o), Vincenza Benanti (22), Yetta Berger (18), Essie
Bernstein (19), Jacob Bernstein (38), Morris Bernstein (19), Gussie
Bierman (22), Vincenza Biliota (16), Abraham Binowtz (30), Rosie
Brenman (23, sister of Sarah Brennman), Sarah Brenman (17), |da Brodsky
(15), Sarah Brodsky (21), Ada Brooks (18), Laura Brunetti (17),
Josephi ne Cammarata (17), Francesca Caputo (17), Josephine Carlisi (31),
Albina Caruso (20), Annie Cmnello (36), Rosina Crrito (18), Anna
Cohen (25), Annie Colletti (30), Sarah Cooper (16), Mchelina Cordiano
(25), Bessie Dashefsky (25), Josie Del Castillo (21), dara Docknman
(19), Kalnman Donick (24), Celia Eisenberg (17), Dora Evans (18), Rebecca
Fei bi sch (20), Yetta Fichtenholtz (18), Daisy Lopez Fitze (26), Mary
Floresta (26), Max Florin (23), Jennie Franco (16), Rose Friedman (18),
Mlly Gerstein (17), Catherine Gannattasio (22, sister of Rose
Bassino), Celia Gtlin (17), Esther Goldstein (20), Lena CGoldstein (22,
sister of Mary Goldstein), Mary CGoldstein (18), Yetta Goldstein (20),
Rosie Grasso (16), Bertha Geb (25), D ana Gerjuoy (18), Rachel G ossman
(18), Mary Herman (40), Esther Hochfeld (21), Fannie Holl ander (18),
Paul i ne Horowitz (19), lda Jukofsky (19), Ida Kanowitz (18), Tessie
Kaplan (18), Beckie Kessler (19), Jacob Klein (23), Beckie Koppel man
(16), Bertha Kula (19), Tillie Kupferschm dt (16), Benjam n Kurtz (19),
Annie L' Abbate (16), Fannie Lansner (21), Maria G useppa Lauletti (33,
sister of Isabella Tortorelli), Jennie Lederman (21), Max Lehrer (18,
brot her of Sam Lehrer), Sam Lehrer (19), Kate Leone (14), Mary Levent hal
(22), Jennie Levin (19), Pauline Levine (19), Nettie Liebowtz (23),
Rose Liermark (19), Bettina WMiale (18, sister of Frances Miale),
Frances Miiale (21), Caterina Maltese (39, nother of Lucia and Rosaria
Mal tese), Lucia Maltese (20), Rosaria Maltese (14), Maria Manaria (27),
Rose Mankofsky (22), Rose Mehl (15), Yetta Meyers (19), Gaetana M dol o
(16), Annie MIller (16), Beckie Neubauer (19), Annie N cholas (18),
M chelina N colosi (21), Sadie Nussbaum (18), Julia Qoerstein (19), Rose
Oinger (19), Beckie Ostrovsky (20), Annie Pack (18), Provindenza Panno
(43), Antonietta Pasqualicchio (16), lda Pearl (20), Jennie Pildescu
(18), Vincenza Pinelli (30), Emlia Prato (21), Concetta Prestifilippo
(22), Beckie Reines (18), Fannie Rosen (21), Israel Rosen (17, son of
Julia Rosen), Julia Rosen (35), Louis Rosen (33), Yetta Rosenbaum (22),
Jenni e Rosenberg (21), Gussie Rosenfeld (22), Nettie Rosenthal (21),
Emma Rothstein (22), Theodore Rotner (22), Sarah Sabasowitz (17),
Santina Salem (24), Sarafina Saracino (25, sister of Ter esi na
Saraci no), Teresina Saracino (20), GCussie Schiffman (18), Theresa
Schm dt (32), Ethel Schneider (20), Violet Schochet (21), Golda Schpunt
(19), MNargaret Schwartz (24), Jacob Seltzer (33), Rosie Shapiro (17),
Ben Skl over (25), Rose Sorkin (18), Annie Starr (30), Jennie Stein (18),
Jennie Stellino (16), Jennie Stiglitz (22), Sam Taback (20), dotilde
Terranova (22), Isabella Tortorelli (17), Meyer Ual (23), Catherine
Uzzo (22), Frieda Vel akofsky (20), Bessie Viviano (15), Rosie Winer
(19), Sarah Wintraub (17), Tessie Wisner (21), Dora Wlfowtz (21),
Bert ha Wendorff (18), Joseph WIlson (22) and Sonia Wsotsky (17); and



VWHEREAS, Subsequent to this devastating, preventable tragedy, the
| abor novenent sprung to action and the New York State Legislature
formed the Factory Investigating Commssion to st udy and make
recommendat i ons on working conditions; the Factory Investigating
Commi ssion's reports and findings led to 38 new |l abor laws in New York

State strengthening worker protections wth neasures that required
stronger fire safety efforts, nore effective factory ventilation, safe
operation of elevators, and inproved machi ne guarding and sanitation
measures; and

WHEREAS, The Triangle Shirtwai st Factory Fire reinvigorated a | abor
novenent that would give Anerican workers access to rights we nust never
take for granted, including the nationw de adoption of the 40-hour work
week and the weekend in 1940, the passage of the Social Security Act in
1935, and the right to organize a union and negotiate in good faith
under the Wagner Act in 1935; and

WHEREAS, It 1is inperative at a time when our Federal Governnent
continues to denoni ze and persecute immgrants that we honor our state's
hi story of welcomng inmgrants, that we cherish the fact that this
country was built by immgrants, and that we re-comrit to continuing
that | egacy by standing up for inmgrants today; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormenorate the 112th Anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwai st Factory
Fire, and to acknow edge the efforts of W rkers United/ SEIU, Governor
Kat hy Hochul, Conmi ssioner of Labor Roberta Reardon, and the New York
State Legislature; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Workers United/ SEIU; Carissa M Rodriguez, Chair of the
New York State Workers' Conpensation Board; Daniel A N gro, New York
Cty Fire Commssioner; Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Menorial
Society; Serphin R Mltese; New York State Comm ssioner of Labor
Roberta Reardon; and the Renenber the Triangle Fire Coalition.



