Senate Resolution No. 531
BY: Senator BRESLI N

COMVENDI NG Cor poral Robert Di xon post hunously upon
the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peace-tine, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comend Cor por al
Robert Dixon wupon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate; he was nominated for this prestigious award by the
Reverend Francis A Kelley Society which diligently works to honor and
care for our |local everyday heroes and educate the comunity about their
val orous and sacrificial acts both on and off the battlefield; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Robert D xon honorably served his country as a
nmenber of the United States Arny at the United States MIlitary Acadeny
at West Point during World War 11; he was the last |living Buffalo
Sol di er to have taught the Equestrian Arts Course to Arny Cadets; and

WHEREAS, Buffal o Sol diers served their country from 1866-1947; their
duties included fighting in the Indian wars of the Ilate 1800s,
protecting the infrastructure of the Wst, and fighting in the
Spani sh- Aneri can War, Wrld War | in France, and World War |l during the
Italian Canpai gn; and

WHEREAS, Buffal o Sol diers fought fiercely and courageously for their
country, fol | oned orders and conpleted their mlitary mssions
successfully in spite of enduring racismand discrimnation throughout
their mlitary and conmunity careers; and

VWHEREAS, |In honor of their meritorious service, the Buffalo Soldiers
Monunment was dedi cated at West Point in 2021, and Corporal Robert Di xon
proudly attended this noving event; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, Robert D xon
returned to New York State, and devoted hinself to the Congregational
Church in Salt Point, New York, (1946-1976) fol | oned by t he
Congr egat i onal Church in Al bany, New York, (1977-2013) where he
chanpioned for human and civil rights wth the church and t he
comunity-at-1arge; and



WHEREAS, After a nman was killed by Al bany police on July 8, 1984,
Reverend Robert Di xon was asked to join with city and comunity |eaders
to formthe first Al bany Police/C vilian Review Board to investigate the

shooting and develop a plan to restore calmand diffuse civil unrest;
t hanks to the work of the Police/Cvilian Review Board and the work of
church and community |eaders, order was restored, and unrest was
di ffused; and

WHEREAS, As a result of Reverend Robert Dixon and his fellow

| eaders' tireless efforts on the first Police/Cvilian Review Board,
three major reforns were put into place over the years that would
i nprove relations between the police and the neighborhoods in Al bany;
these included a nobile crisis unit to acconpany the police on calls in
whi ch nental illness was suspected or known; the formation of the Center
for Law and Justice which through the years has pronoted policies to
ensure the pronotion of a fair and equitable crimnal justice system
devoted to public safety and social justice; and the adoption of a
comunity policing system based on col | aborati on between the police and
t he nei ghbor hoods that nmake up Al bany; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Corporal Robert Dixon denonstrated his love for his country and nmerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comend Cor poral Robert Di xon posthunously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Corporal Robert Dixon.



