Senat e Resol ution No. 505
BY: Senat or PARKER

MOURNI NG t he death of John-Edward Aki wande Wi ght,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose Ilifework and civic endeavors
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, John- Edward Aki wande Wi ght of Brooklyn, New York, died on
January 17, 2023, at the age of 57; and

WHEREAS, Born on August 2, 1965, in Freetown, Sierra Leone, West
Africa, John-Edward Akiwande Wight was raised by his parents, Cyrus
Rogers-Wight and C audia (May) Hardi ng; and

VWHEREAS, Upon immgrating to the United States, John-Edward Aki wande
Wight attended high school at LaSalle Acadeny in New York GCty; he
| ater graduated with his Bachelor of Arts degree in H story from N agara
University in Lewi ston, New York, before receiving his Master of Public
Adm ni stration degree fromthe New School in New York Cty; and

WHEREAS, In his youth, John-Edward Akiwande Wight spent many
sutmmers in Upstate New York as a participant in the Fresh Air Fund,
highlighting his |eadership and commtnent to his comunity and
passi ons, John-Edward was also an avid |ong-distance runner and
captai ned his high school and collegiate cross-country teans; and

VWHEREAS, A tireless advocate for his fell ow New Yorkers as a nenber
of the Brooklyn comunity, John-Edward Akiwande Wight served as
Assi stant Executive Director for the Cent er for Chil dren and
Fam | i es/ Saf espace, Inc.; and

VWHEREAS, Wil e serving as Assistant Executive Director, John-Edward
Aki wande Wi ght established one of the first drop-in centers in Tines
Square for runaway and honeless youth; this center becane a critical
resource in the early 1990s for LGBTQ+ and HI V-positive youth, who too
often had nowhere to feel safe; and

VWHEREAS, John- Edwar d Aki wande Wight was also the Assistant
Executive Director of New York City's ol dest African-American-run child
wel fare agency, the Harl em Dow i ng- West si de Center; and

WHEREAS, In 2010, John-Edward Akiwande Wi ght founded The Wi ght
G oup NY, one of the first Bl ack-owned governnent relations firnms in New
York City and one of the only firns commtted to representing non-profit
organi zati ons and the social services sector; and

WHEREAS, John- Edward Aki wande Wight took enornmous pride in the
nunmerous |egislative advancenents he and The Wight Goup NY were



instrunmental in achieving, |like New York's Raise the Age |egislation;
and

WHEREAS, The <creation of The Wight Goup NY was fundanentally
uni que and grounded in John-Edward Aki wande Wight's vision to support
New York conmunities and those who are too often rendered voicel ess; the
firm brought together a conmunity of those connected by their efforts
and comm tnent to advance justice and equality; and

VHEREAS, John- Edward Aki wande Wight believed that neaningful
transformative change could only be achieved when the City's nost
mar gi nal i zed citizens gain access to i nfluence and becone
deci sion-makers in every aspect of governnent; he enpowered those
advocating for equitable solutions to advance system c change by
supporting clients and coalitions and guiding |leaders and youth alike;
John-Edward also served as a board nmenber for nunerous non-profits,
i ncludi ng Harl em United and the Brooklyn Community Foundation; and

WHEREAS, John- Edward Aki wande Wight is survived by his three sons,
Cal eb Gardner Wight, Elijah Gardner Wight, and Jaylin Speight, whom he
raised in Brooklyn with his |ife partner, Regina Wods; his nother,
Claudia; the nother to Caleb and Elijah, Tracie M Gardner; and several
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews; John-Edward was preceded in
death by his father, Cyrus; and

WHEREAS, It was John- Edward Aki wande Wight's identity and role as a
father that he cherished nost; <creating a world of access, equity,
beauty, and |ove for his boys gave him his deepest sense of purpose and
was his constant north star; and

VWHEREAS, John- Edward Aki wande Wi ght's passion and joy for life was
infectious to all those around him he was a creative at heart who | oved
and supported the arts, nusic, and theater; he proudly celebrated his
cultural and historical roots and was an avid lover and «collector of
African art; and

WHEREAS, A truly caring and conpassionate individual, John-Edward
Aki wande Wight's |l ove for aninmals and the outdoors led to his ventures
to train dogs and raise rare and exotic birds; he also enjoyed fly
fishing, sailing, and kayaki ng; and

VWHEREAS, John- Edward Aki wande Wi ght noved through the world with a
commandi ng presence and power, but it was a power not through dom nance,
but through service and understandi ng; he was a colorful, spirited, and
conpl ex person who was wi dely respected for not just what he did, but
for who he was and how he did it; and

VHEREAS, Wth an i nqui sitiveness, humlity, and thirst for
know edge, John-Edward Aki wande Wi ght was al ways | earning; his openness
about his journey and pursuit of personal betternent and healing
illustrated the integrity with which he lived his life; he was known for
his deep and lasting relationships, brilliant strategic mnd, infectious
| augh, and his generous and conpassionate spirit; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of



conpassi on, John- Edward Aki wande Wi ght | eaves behind a |egacy which
will long endure the passage of tine and wll remain as a conforting
menory to all he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of John-Edward Akiwande Wight, and to express its
deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of John-Edward Aki wande Wi ght.



