Senat e Resolution No. 504
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG FACE Africa wupon the occasion of
hosting its Annual WASH Gala, a Cl ean Water Benefit,
on March 25, 2023

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to call attention
to those events which serve to enhance the «cultural enrichnent and
preserve the heritage of Africa; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend FACE Africa upon the occasion of hosting its Annual WASH Gal a, a
Clean Water Benefit, on Saturday, March 25, 2023, at Current in New
Yor k, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The FACE Africa WASH @Gla is held annually to raise
awar eness and funds for clean water projects for marginalized
comunities in renote regions of Sub-Saharan Africa; it is also a
celebration of Africans and Friends of Africa naking a difference in
their respective industries and communities; and

WHEREAS, FACE Africa was established after the Liberian civil war
that took the |lives of hundreds of thousands of people and displ aced
mllions; the country suffered nmassive destruction and the very fabric
of society was torn apart; and

VWHEREAS, Wth an 80% unenpl oynent rate, extrenme poverty wth average
earnings of $1 a day, no electricity, no running water or sewage system
and an i nadequate education system the country had enornous needs; and

VWHEREAS, At the young age of eight, Saran Kaba Jones and her own
famly were forced to flee the devastation; in 2008, she returned to her
honel and and was deeply distressed by the acute poverty and the
debilitating effect it had on the young, elderly, weak and strong; and

VWHEREAS, Saran Kaba Jones and ot her volunteers forned FACE Africa to
help the people of Liberia to reclaimthe neans to build a better life
and proper; they discovered one of the major inpedinents to education
was the lack of access to safe drinking water; it was estinated there
woul d be 272 million nore school attendance days per year if adequate
i nvestment were made in drinking water and sanitation; and

WHEREAS, In Africa alone, people spend over 40 billion hours every
year, walking for water; poverty is directly rel at ed to t he
accessibility of <clean drinking water, wthout 1it, the chances of
breaki ng out of the poverty trap are extrenely slim and

WHEREAS, The social and econom c consequences of unsafe water
penetrate into real ns of education, opportunities for gainful
enpl oynent, physical strength and health, agricultural and industrial
devel opnent, and thus the overall productive potential of a comunity,



nati on, and/or region; the United Nations estimtes Sub-Saharan Africa
alone loses 40 billion potential work hours per year collecting water;
and

VWHEREAS, Team FACE Africa is part of a generation that shares a deep
commtnment to creating an equitable and sustainable world in which
everyone has access to opportunity and basi c hunman needs; and

VWHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend FACE Africa upon the occasion of hosting its Annual WASH Gal a, a
Cl ean Water Benefit, on March 25, 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to FACE Afri ca.



