Senat e Resol ution No. 465
BY: Senator ORTT

COMVEMORATI NG the 200th Anniversary of the First
Presbyterian Church in Lockport, New York

WHEREAS, Religious institutions, and the nmany spiritual, social and
educational benefits they confer, play a vital role in the devel opnent
of the noral fabric of a responsible citizenry; and

WHEREAS, It is the tradition of this State and this Nation to pay
tribute to those institutions and individuals who have contributed to
the ethical and spiritual values of their communities; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body takes pleasure in conmenorating the
200th Anniversary of the First Presbyterian Church in Lockport, New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, |n January of 1823, 30 nen and wonen signed the charter of
the First Presbyterian Society of the Villages of Lockport; Pastor
Aratus Kent was the first to lead the church, and through the vyears,
many nore were to follow, currently, it is led by Reverend WIIliam Janes
Har dy who has served the congregation since 2009; and

VWHEREAS, Through the years, the Church has noved to three buil dings
on two | ocations and gone through international wars and nunerous | ocal
changes; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to being a sanctuary for all, the First
Presbyterian Church is known for its nmusi c, peanut brittle,
comuni ty-out-reach prograns, refornmed worship and its stained-glass
wi ndows; and

VWHEREAS, The Tiffany gl ass wi ndows were added throughout a period of
years, beginning with "They Cane to the Master," in 1900, and concl udi ng
with "lIsiah" in 1953; and

VWHEREAS, Donated in 1950, the chancel w ndow depicts Jesus with his
right hand raised in the traditional gesture of a teacher; surroundi ng
himare scenes of the |life, work, and recreation in and around Lockport;
desi gned by Stephen Pal ner and a cormittee of church nmenbers, the inages
including Fort Niagara (History), Main Street (Business), Erie Canal
(Waterways), Farm (Agriculture), Factory (lndustry), N agara Falls
(Nature), The Union School (Education), a local house (Hone), Court
House (Law), and a stagecoach (Transportation); and

WHEREAS, At the bottom of the windowis the |og school where the
congregation was forned in 1823, and the words, "In Hmall things are
hel d together."; and

WHEREAS, The First Presbyterian Church stands on the threshold of
tonorrow, prepared to neet the challenges of the comng decades while
retaining that spiritual resolve which characterizes its past; and



WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to take note of
enduring religious institutions and to bring such institutions to the
attention of the people of this Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 200th Anniversary of the First Presbyterian Church,
fully confident that this comenoration reflects the belief in those
val ues whi ch enhance the dignity and purpose of |life; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Reverend WIliam Janes Hardy, First Presbyterian
Church in Lockport, New YorKk.



